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JOURNAL  OF  MR.  MALCOM. 
(Continued  from  page  160.) 
Sagaing. 

A  visit  to  Sagainor,  opposite  to  Ava, 
and  once  the  metropolis,  gave  ine  not 
only  an  opportunity  of  noting  what  my 
official  duty  required,  but  of  visiting  the 
tomb  of  Dr.  Price.  The  intimacy  that 
subsisted  between  us,  and  the  fine 
points  in  his  character,  came  vividly  be- 
fore me  as  I  walked  over  the  fallen 
walls  of  liis  dwellinj; — or  in  his  garden 
in  ruins, 

"  And  still  where  many  a  garden  flower 
grows  wild," 

or  under  the  huge  tamarinds  which 
shaded  his  walks.  'Twas  a  dark 
day  for  Burmah  when  he  died  !  The 
Lord  has  ble-sed  his  memory  by  the 
conversion  of  his  two  eons  now  in 
America.  May  they  become  apostles 
for  Burmah  ! 

The  population  of  Sagaing  is  perhaps 
50,000,  and  the  small  district  or  town- 
ship belon]Ering  to  it  about  H0,000  more. 
There  seems  to  be  no  obstacle  to  the 
immediate  settlement  of  a  missionary, 
e.x<-.e|)t  that  we  have  no  one  familiar 
with  the  lannruage  who  can  be  spared. 
Many  ('hmese  reside  here,  who  read 
tracts  and  bibles  in  their  own  language. 
The  few  we  have  been  able  to  distrib- 
ute in  this  vicinity,  for  a  few  months 
past,  have  been  most  gratefully  receiv- 
ed, and  sundry  individuals  in  applying 
for  others  have  proved  they  had  been 
attentively  read. 

Three  miles  north-west  of  the  city, 
are  the  famous  quarries  of  statuary 
marble  from  which  must  of  the  s'.one 
images  of  Gaudama  are  made.  It  i.s 
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also  used  for  water-spouts,  and  other 
purposes  al)out  sacred  edifices,  and 
shines  conspicuously  round  all  tlie  pa- 
godas in  this  part  of  the  coui.tiy,  in 
the  polished  claws  and  grinning  teeth 
of  the  huge  lions  (so  called.)  which 
guard  the  precincts.  The  real  lion  is 
unknown  in  Buniiah,  and  these  imaires, 
which,  though  of  diffireiit  sizes,  are  as 
much  alike  as  two  peas,  are  the  most 
atrocious  caricatures  of  the  king  of 
beasts.  The  liills  around  are  of  the 
finest  limestone. 

From  eight  to  fifteen  miles  further 
north  is  a  region  resembling  the  "  licks  " 
of  our  western  country,  and  vast  quanti- 
ties of  salt  are  made.  The  process  is 
to  leach  the  earth  and  boil  down  the 
water. 

Five  miles  from  S.  is  the  great 
kyoung-moo-daw-gyee  pagoda,  reputed 
the  largest  in  the  world.  Its  shape  is 
precisely  like  a  thimble.  It  looks,  in 
ascending  the  river,  like  a  little  moun- 
tain. 

The  Mengoon  pagoda,  above  Amera- 
piira,  would  be  vastly  larger  if  finished, 
surpassinir  either  of  the  pyramids  of 
Egypt.  When  not  more  than  half  ad- 
vanced, the  king  grew  so  cool  toward 
Boodhism,  and  had  so  exhausted  his 
means  and  the  liberality  of  the  nobles, 
that  he  abandoned  the  undertaking. 
His  brahminical  astroloirers  furnished 
him  an  excellent  pretext  by  giving  out 
that  so  soon  as  finished  he  would  die, 
and  the  dynasty  be  changed.  The  lions 
were  finished,  and  though  intended 
of  course  to  bear  the  usual  proportion 
to  the  size  of  the  edifice,  they  are  ninety 
feet  high.  A  huge  bell  was  also  cast 
for  it,  which  is  used  by  those  who  re- 
sort hither  fiir  worship.  It  is  stated,  in 
the  thirty-fifth  vol.  of  the  authorized 
I  Burnian  History  or  Chronicles,  to  wcijfh 
,  5.5,.')00  viss ;  but  the  chief  woongyee 
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gave  me  the  weight  at  88,000  viss* 
One  can  scarcely  credit  tlie  statement 
of  either,  though  it  is  said  to  look  as  it" 
it  might  be  even  so  heavy. 

Amerapi'ira. 

On  the  way  to  Amcrapura,  we  visit- 
ed the  pagod.is  and  zayats  of  Shway- 
kyet-yct,  or  "the  scratch  of  the  golden 
fowl."  Tlie  group  stands  on  a  bluff 
jnllincr  into  the  river,  opposite  the  range 
of  hills  back  of  Sagaiiig,  which  termi- 
nate at  the  sliorc.  The  wiiole  is  now 
in  fine  order,  some  having  been  lately 
re-coatf'd  with  stucco,  and  the  whole 
fresh  whitewashed.  It  forms  tlie  most 
beautiful  object  from  Ava,  resembling, 
at  that  distance,  a  noble  palace  of  white 
marble. 

Here  Gaudama  wears  a  form  not  giv- 
en to  him  elsewhere,  I  believe,  except 
in  paintings,  viz.  that  of  a  cock.  The 
legend  is  that  when  he  was  in  that  form 
of  e.xistence,  he  was  king  of  all  fowls, 
and  passing  tliat  place  he  scratched 
there.  Hence  the  sanctity  of  the  spot, 
and  hence  the  noble  structures  which 
distinguish  it.  The  face  of  the  stone 
cocks  which  ornament  the  niches, 
is  somewhat  liuman,  the  bill  being 
brought  up  to  his  eyes,  like  a  huge 
hooked  nose.  In  the  zayats  at  this  cool 
and  delightful  retreat  commanding  the 
best  view  of  Ava,  and  much  of  the  river 
above  and  below,  we  found  a  number  of 
well-dressed  men  reposing  on  clean 
mats,  to  whom  we  preached  "Jesus  and 
the  resurrection."  They  readily  ac- 
cepted tracts,  and  we  left  them  intently 
perusing  them. 

A  short  row  further,  brought  us  to 
Ainerapura,  seven  miles  above  Ava,  ou 
the  same  side  of  the  river,  which  here 
takes  a  sudden  bend  to  the  north.  It 
extends  back  to  a  noble  lake,  and  is 
shaded  charmingly  with  trees.  The  lo- 
cation is  however  very  inferior  to  that  of 
Ava.  A  low  island  and  an  extensive  fiat 
obstruct  the  harbor,  and,  except  at  high 
water,  the  hike  behind  has  not  a  good 
entrance  from  the  river.  At  Ava  the 
shore  is  bold  and  the  water  always 
deep,  and  the  Myet-na-gah,  or  little 
river,  which  passes  through  the  eastern 
Bubnrb,  is  a  fine  navigable  stream,  open- 
ing a  trade  to  the  interior,  for  two  hun- 
dred niiles. 

Amcrapura  was  nearly  desolated  by 
a  dreadful  tiro  in  1823;  but  though 
within  the  walls  it  remains  desolate,  the 
euburbs  have  L'rown  to  a  city  atheist  as 
populous  lis  Ava  itself.    A  large  num- 


*  A  viss  is  equal  to  about  3  1-2  pouuds. 


ber  of  Chinese  reside  here,  and  carry 
on  a  considerable  trade  with  their  own 
country  by  the  annual  caravans.  They 
are  boodhists,  as  most  of  the  common 
Chinese  are,  and  have  a  showy  temple, 
and  an  adequate  supply  of  priests.  We 
sought  refuge  there  m  a  shower,  and 
were  courteously  received.  'I'hey  list- 
ened to  the  "good  news"  with  deco- 
rum, and  accepted  Burman  tracts,  in 
which  language  many  of  them  read. 
During  our  visit  a  number  of  Burmans 
came  and  made  their  offurings  and 
slietko  to  the  image,  which  however  is 
much  less  chaste  and  [ilacid  in  its 
aspect  than  the  Burman  Boodh. 

There  are  various  wonders  at  Amera- 
pi'ira, such  as  tlie  great  and  boasted  bell, 
(Burmans  are  marvellously  fond  of  vast 
bells ;)  tlie  brass  cannon,  almost  the 
largest  in  the  world — the  stupendous 
brazen  image  of  Guudama,  brought  from 
Arracan — the  girl  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Kincaid's  journal,  and  by  Major  Craw- 
ford, as  being  covered  with  long  fine 
hair,  &.c. — but  I  could  not  spend  the 
time  necessary  to  see  thein,  and,  pro- 
curing a  bullock-cart,*  rode  about  to 
see  the  localities,  populaticjn,  &,c. 

It  seems  important  to  locate  at  least 
two  missionaries  at  this  place,  not  only 
for  the  100,000  inhabitants,  but  for  the 
thousands  of  Chinese  who  may  here  be 
reached.  One  of  the  missionaries 
might  study  Chinese,  and  be  prepared  at 
a  future  day  to  accompany  the  caravan 
to  Yunnan.  The  Government  would 
never  interfere  to  prevent  the  conversion 
of  foreigners,  and  the  converts  which  we 
are  bound  to  hope  and  believe  would 
be  made,  might  become  most  efficient 
missionaries  to  their  countrymen. 

A  few  miles  back  of  the  city  the 
Chinese  have  some  iihintations  of  sweet 
cane,  and  manufacture  a  large  quantity 
of  excellent  brown  aiidyidlow  sugar.  I 
purchased  some  at  the  rale  of  about 
four  cents  a  pound. 

The  immediate  cognizance  of  the 
king  secures  this  part  of  the  empire 
from  many  of  the  severe  ojipressions, 
under  which  more  distant  portions  con- 


*Hoi  se?  are  nnt  now  used  for  di  iuight,  lliongli 
(ifleti  Ki-en  in  pirlnrca.  U'liodvi  r  ridos  in  a 
cai  riiif;e,  iVoni  tin;  r<iy;il  r^iniiiy  down,  uses  dio 
l)idlock  cai  t.  ;^onic  ol'  tlicni  are  very  liand- 
Sdino,  anil  nicely  cushioned  inside.  The 
lieanlilnl  ;>iid  sh  ek  liianiiny  ealde,  uhnosi  al- 
wiiys  eieiun-eohiicd,  hohl  their  heads  lii(;li. 
and  move  on  in  a  irot  or  penile  eanler,  {)iu(h;d 
hv  reins  passed  diron^li  liie  seplnni  ol  the 
nose.  'I'he  wheels  being  wilhont  tires,  anil 
ihe  ((ronnd  not  paved,  il  is  no  iiucomfortuble 
convuyanee. 


Journal  of 

stantly  groan.  This  tends  in  several 
ways  to  increase  its  comparative  popu- 
lation. Those  whom  I  deemed  best 
able  to  inform  me,  stated  that  within  a 
radms  of  twenty  miles,  there  must  be 
at  least  half  a  million  of  people. 

lietui  n  lo  Rangoon. 

On  the  third  of  August  came  the 
sad  adieu  to  the  kind  friends  in  Ava, 
who  tor  a  month  had  left  nothing'  untried 
to  make  my  stay  pleasant,  and  aid  my 
official  duties.  To  Col.  II.  Burney,  the 
British  Resident,  I  am  under  many  ob- 
li<ratioris,  not  only  for  attentions  and 
assistance  in  the  acquisition  of  informa- 
tion ;  but  fur  numerous  personal  kind- 
nesses, bestowed  in  tiie  most  delicate 
manner.  To  him  and  scarcely  less  to 
Mrs.  B.  the  inistion  is  largely  indebted. 
At  Tavoy,  of  which  province  Col.  B. 
had  charge  some  years,  they  were  as 
parents  to  the  lamented  Boardman.  At 
Rangoon,  where  he  has  occasionally 
resided  since  holding  his  present  ap- 
pointment, they  were  not  less  kind  to 
the  missionaries,  even  watching  them 
day  and  night  in  their  sickness.  At 
Ava  our  brethren  and  their  families  not 
only  receive  daily  and  expensive  kind- 
nesses, but  are  ever  so  treated  as  to 
give  them  the  highest  possible  estima- 
tion among  the  people. 

The  first  two  days  of  the  descending 
voyage  passed  delightfully.  The  boat, 
too  small  for  two,  is  ample  for  one,  and  I 
soon  got  all  iny  matters  nicely  adjusted. 
Secure  from  interriqition.  and  being 
alone,  little  exposed  to  distraction,  it 
wus  encouraging  to  be  able  to  get  to 
work  in  good  earnest,  to  arrange  and 
digest  the  hoard  of  memorandums  gain- 
ed during  the  past  busy  month.  It 
creates  too,  something  like  a  feeling  ol' 
home  to  be,  any  where,  "  monarch  of  all 
yon  survey,"  and  lo  be  snrroinxled  by 
none  but  such  as  you  may  command;  am! 
especially  is  there  a  satisfaction  in  re- 
tracing your  steps  aftiT  an  errand  is 
pleasantly  accomplished.  With  all 
these  advantages  the  river,  now  forty 
feet  above  its  common  level,  bore  ine 
along  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour, 
and  so  lofldy,  that  I  could  sec  over  the 
country  far  and  near:  the  banks  being 
but  a  foot  or  two  above  the  flood.  In- 
stead of  being  dragired  along  by  ropes, 
under  a  sultry  bank,  seeing  only  snch 
houses  and  trees  as  stood  on  the  brink, 
or,  if  under  sail,  "hugging  Ihc  shore," 
to  avoid  the  current,  we  now  .swept 
gallantly  down  the  mid  stream,  higher 
from  the  top  of  the  boat  than  "tin; 
level  country,  and  seeing  the  noble 


Mr.  Malcom.  2  H 

hills  to  their  very  base.  The  whole 
landscape  refreshed  by  occasional  rains, 
presents,  at  this  season,  scenes  which 
are  not  surpassed  on  the  Rhine,  or  ou 
our  own  more  beautiful  Connecticut, 

Alas!  a  traveller  has  little  cause  to 
give  patience  a  furlnutrh  because  he 
gets  a  visit  from  pleasure.  Here  I  am, 
the  fourth  day  of  the  trip,  moored  not 
"  under  the  lee,"  but  along  side  of  a 
sandy  island,  just  enough  "alee"  to 
get  a  constant  drizzle  of  sand  upon 
every  thing,  and  into  every  thing,  and 
not  enough  to  shelter  us  from  the  huge 
waves  that  render  it  impossible  to  do 
any  tliinir,  while  the  wind  has  full 
sweep  at  ine,  and  will  not  suffer  a  paper 
to  lie  in  its  place.  The  men  have  done 
their  best  to  "keep  moving,"  but  the 
wind  defied  both  oars  and  tide.  Yes- 
terday we  had  much  ado  to  make  head- 
way against  it,  and  it  probably  will  not 
alter  much,  as  it  is  the  midst  of  the 
monsoon.  It  however  generally  sub- 
sides before  night,  and  we  must  catch 
our  chances.  If  my  Master  be  not  in 
haste  to  set  me  to  Rangoon,  why  should 
I  be.'  My  eyes,  partly  from  overuse, 
and  j)artly  from  the  glare  upon  the 
water,  have  become  bad  again  ;  and  as 
there  is  no  one  to  speak  to,  I  am  en- 
sconced here,  deprived  of  book,  pen  and 
conversation.  If  this  order  of  things 
should  continue,  I  shall  soon  have  a  sa- 
tiety of  my  lordly  lonesomeness. 

Aug.  Through  Divine  goodness 
I  am  now  in  sight  of  Rangoon,  having 
made  the  passaire  in  eleven  days,  with- 
out accident.  For  the  sake  of  expedi- 
tion I  floated  a  good  deal  in  the  night, 
as  the  wind  then  always  subsided,  and 
we  made  better  progress  than  in  the 
day  time  with  six  oars.  But  the  boat- 
men were  sadly  uneasy  at  doing  so, 
and  wo  were  constantly  assailed  by  ac- 
counts of  recimt  robberies  and  murders. 
At  one  village  wc  found  in  the  house 
of  the  head  man  several  persons  who 
had  that  at\ernoon  been  robbed  of  their 
boat  and  all  it  contained.  Frequently, 
as  we  passed,  the  villagern  would  call 
out  to  beg  that  we  would  wait  for  other 
boats  and  proceed  iti  cf)mpany.  What 
a  wretched  government  is  this,  which 
whilo  it  taxes  and  burdens  tin;  people 
to  the  very  utmost,  grants  them  in 
return,  no  security  for  person  or  prop- 
(>rty.  Hence  the  huddling  tngcther  in 
little  wretched  villages.  A  Bnrman 
with  any  thing  to  lose,  would  not  daro 
to  go  and  live  (»n  a  farm  several  miles,  or 
I'VfMi  one  mile  from  a  vdUgr.  No  such 
rase  probably  exists  in  the  empire. 
The  very  poorust,  and  the  Karens  who 
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are  always  very  poor,  venture  to  live  in  I 
villages  of  three  or  four  liouses  in  the  1 
jungle,  and  cultivate  patches  of  rice. 
The  people  at  large  live  in  the  bondage 
of  constant  fear.  Not  only  is  thieving 
common,  but  robbing  by  bands.  Thirty 
or  titty  men  well  armed  and  disguised, 
surround  a  house,  while  a  detachment 
plunders  it,  and  permit  no  one  to  go 
to  their  aid.  We  have  scarcely  a  mis- 
sionary family  that  has  not  been  rob- 
bed. Surely,  in  closing  this  part  of  my 
mission.  I  may  sing  ot  the  mercy  of  the  I 
Lord,  and  cherish  an  increased  confi- 
dence that  his  goodness  will  lead  me 
"  all  my  journey  through." 

(To  be  coiuiuued.) 


33urmaf). 

HISTORICAL    VIEW    OF    THE    AVA  STA- 
TION. 

The  following  notices  were  prepared  by 
the  mi.^sionaries  at  Ava,  in  September,  1836, 
and  allhongli  they  give  some  particulars  an- 
ticipated by  previous  accounts,  will,  we  douht 
not,  be  interesting  to  our  readers.  We  omit 
a  few  paragraplis  relative  to  the  establish- 
ment &c.  of  the  station,  full  details  of  the 
same  having  been  published  from  Mr.  Mal- 
com's  journal,  at  pp.  158 — 9  of  tliis  vol. 

General  Labors  of  the  3Iissionaries. 

From  the  comiiipncemeiit  of  this  sta- 
tion, every  etibrt  made  has  been  fraiik 
and  open,  as  if  we  had  been  laboring  in 
the  British  provinces.  As  soon  as  a 
house  was  obtained,  religious  services 
were  conducted  twice  every  Sabbath, 
and  every  evening  at  candlelight  during 
the  week,  either  by  preaching  a  sermon, 
or  reading  and  explaining  the  scrip- 
ture.=,  with  prayer.  The  doors  were 
open  to  all  who  chose  to  come  in,  and 
more  or  less  always  attended.  During 
the  day  the  verandah  was  occupied, 
either  by  the  missionary  or  one  of  the 
assistants,  and  conversation  carried  on 
with  the  visiters;  and  tracts  were  given 
to  those  w  ho  wished  to  read.  The  two 
native  assistants  spent  most  of  their  time 
in  travelling  about,  preaching*  in  the 
zayats,  within,  and  (jutside  of  the  city. 
After  two  or  three  months,  two  places 
became  prominent  stands  for  preachinc  ; 

♦  When  we  speak  about  preachinf;  in  the 
verandahs  and  in  the  zayali,  we  do  not  mean 
what  id  considered  preaching  in  America, 
thai  ie,  to  .sermonize,  but  what  wap  probably 
considered  preachi"g  in  the  day^  of  (he  Apus- 
tk'i,  viz.  leachiD;;,  reading,  explaining,  aud 
«li>puliog. 


one  on  the  great  road  leading  to  Am- 
eraptira,  and  the  otheroii  tiie  .-outhside 
of  the  city.  In  both  these  jdaces,  jireat 
numbers  heard  more  or  less  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  many  tracts  were  distributed. 
On  one  occasion,  a  trial  was  made  to 
distribute  books  and  tracts  at  a  cele- 
brated religions  festival,  and  in  two  days 
between  8  and  10,CC0  were  put  in  cir- 
culation; but  some  of  them  being  taken 
to  the  queen,  she,  being  informed  of  the 
numbers  given  away,  affected  to  be 
angry,  which  inade  some  difficulty,  the 
particulars  of  vvhich  are  already  known 
to  the  Board.  By  these  means,  many 
tracts  and  portions  of  the  Scriptures 
have  gone  into  the  surrounding  country. 

Near  the  close  of  the  first  year,  wht  n 
the  two  assistants  left,  all  efforts  out  of 
doors,  except  wliat  little  was  done  by 
two  Ava  Christians,  were  necessarily 
suspended.  However,  the  school  con- 
tinued, and  the  labors  of  the  house  were 
sustained  as  far  as  one  individual  with 
poor  health  was  able  to  sustain  them. 
This  state  of  things  continued  till  Sep- 
tember last,  when  another  missionary 
and  his  family  arrived.  Since  then  our 
operations  have  been  somewhat  enlarg- 
ed. We  have  been  kept  busily  employed 
in  conducting  our  regular  meetings  with 
the  native  brethren; — reading,  talking, 
and  distributing  tracts  in  the  verandah  ; 
attending  to  inquirers,  and  others  wlio 
call  either  for  medicine  or  to  read  and 
converse — and  leaching  a  Burman  and 
English  school.  Excursions  also  iiave 
occasionally  been  made  in  the  city  and 
country,  and  one  tour  to  Rangoon. 

Number  of  bibles  and  tracts  distribu- 
ted—  method  of  distribution. 

During  the  first  three  years,  no  ex- 
act record  was  kept  of  the  number  of 
books  and  tracts  distributed  ;  but,  to  be 
able  to  report  on  this  subject  in  future, 
on  the  first  of  June  we  took  an  account 
ofallwehadon  hand.  They  were  as 
follows:— 1st  and  2d  vol.  of  the  Old 
Testament  ] 09— New  Testament  132 
— unbound  portions  of  the  Scriptures, 
including  the  Psalms,  Gospels  of  Luke 
and  John,  Epistles,  Digest,  «Sic.  130C8 
— Religious  tracts  (six  kinds)  Q.58"2'2 — 
Tracts  on  Geography,  Astronomy  and 
Chronology,  7(i7.  Of  these  were  given 
away  during  the  last  three  months,  Old 
Test.iments  24 — New  do.  2.'1 — unbound 
portions  of  the  Scriptures.  'M'>7 — Reli- 
gious tracts  5;3f)7 — Scientitic  do.  CiSG, 
We  have  also  distributed  portions  of 
the  Sciiptnres  and  tracts  in  Bengalee 
and  Chinese,  and  still  have  a  few  more 
on  hand.    E.xpecting  our  present  stuck 
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will  be  nearly  or  quite  exhausted  by 
tlie  first  tif  DocembtT,  we  li;ue  ordo-reil 
f'loin  Miiiilinuiii  3U0  CDpies  of  tliu  New 
TfstJiinent,  and  tiie  same  of  llie  Old  ; 
and  50,000  tracts  and  portions  of  the 
Scriptures ;  also  a  box  of  Beni.'alee, 
and  a  box  of  Chinese  tracts  from  Cal- 
cutta. 

In  tlio  distribution  of  books  and  tracts, 
we  have  labored  to  have  the  people 
undi'rsland,  that  we  place  a  hi<.'h  value 
upon  them,  and  therefore  do  not  scatter 
them  indiscriminately,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  use  that  may  be  made  of 
them.  Notwiihstandinir  all  our  care, 
we  know  that  many  of  our  tracts  and 
books  are  torn  up.* 

Great  numbers  of  the  priests,  es- 
pecially of  the  younirer  class,  frequent- 
ly call  on  us.  We  have  adopted  the 
plan  of  fjiving  the  catechism,  or  some 
small  tract  to  them  in  the  first  place; 
and  when  they  call  again  and  are  able 
to  answer  questions  readily  on  what 
they  have  read,  they  receive  somethinL' 
lari^er.  So  far  we  have  found  the  plan 
to  work  well  ;  for,  althouiili  we  know  of 
only  one  or  two  of  thoni  beconiin';  ap- 
parently serious,  yet  they  are  gettin/j; 
correct  ideas  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  and  we  hope  this  know- 
ledije  will  ultimately  lead  them  to  lay 
hold  on  eternal  life. 

Having,  as  yet,  been  able  to  procure 
but  a  small  number  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament,  we  have  only  supplied 
the  members  of  the  church,  and  occa- 
bionally  given  one  to  a  promising'  iiuiuir- 
er.  To  people  in  the  city,  wc  arc  not 
in  the  habit  of  giving  more  thin  one 
tract  or  one  book  at  a  lime,  as  tliey  can 
call  again  ;  but  when  intelligent  persons 


•  This  is  done  by  a  giddy  thoiightioss  class, 
»iicli  iis;ire  to  be  (i»\tu\  in  Cbristi;in  CDUMlricii, 
us  well  as  lieHllicn,  wlm,  ti)r  w;ini  iif  Home- 
tliiiig  to  do,  waiitoidy  run  into  niiscliiel,  and 
ciicoiiriigc  each  other  in  wirkcdncs.  Some, 
bulore  tlK^ir  rliaraclprs  liecoiiie  well  known  to 
nx,  succeed  in  getting  Imni  us  several  tracts, 
for  no  r)tlier  purpose  lli:in  to  tear  lliciii  up. 
Tliey  have  v;irious  uxes  for  tliecn. 

The  ituruians,  priest  iind  people,  are  as 
much  adilicteil  to  lying  an  the  ancient  Cre- 
tiaiis  were.  It  may  not  lie  so  couHlanlly 
pracliseil  aHioiijj  the  better  class,  liecau.se  llu- 
u(^c.i>ions  lor  it  arc  not  bo  fre<|iieiil.  The 
elai's,  mentioned  iiliove,  will  stare  you  in  the 
f'icc  willi  all  the  audacity  iiiiaj^inalile,  ami 
loll  you  they  were  never  at  your  house  liefore 
and  hH<l  ni'Ver  read  your  hooks,  and  at  the 
naine  time;  yuu  are  certain  they  have  been 
often. 

Hut  here  we  are  reminded  of  tlio  Apostle's 
injunction,  "  Consider  Him  that  endured  such 
contradiction  of  sinners  siguinst  himself,  lest 
je  be  wearied  and  faint  in  yonr  minds." 


I  call  on  us  from  the  country  and  distant 
towns,  we  sufipiy  taem  lilicrally.  Par- 
ticular pains  nave  been  taken  to  supply 
t'emales  and  children  who  are  able  to 
read,  with  some  tract  as  suitable  as  we 
have.  lutelliuent  feinaks  occasionally 
call  on  us  and  spend  some  lime  in  con- 
versation, and  ask  tor  books.  In  giving 
away  books,  we  accompany  thi-in,  as 
far  aa  possible,  with  religious  instruc- 
tion. 

Scliool — Medical  Practice. 

A  school  has  been  in  operation  ever 
since  October,  183:',  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  time  when  we  were  too  ill  to 
attend  to  much  of  any  thing.  The 
number  of  scholars  who  have  been  with 
us,  and  have  left,  is  twenty-three: — boys 
fifteen,  girls  eight.  All  were  taught 
Bunnan  except  three,  who  were  in- 
structed in  English.  Of  those,  five 
girls  and  three  boys  remained  about  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  the  attendance 
of  the  rest  would  average  from  six  to 
nine  months.  They  were  taught  to 
read  and  write,  and  received  instruction 
in  geography,  arithmetic,  and  astron- 
omy. All  attended  worship,  and  were 
daily  instructed  in  the  Catechism,  and 
portions  of  the  Scriptures.  The  num- 
ber now  in  school  is  18  ;  of  these  two 
are  girls,  the  rest  are  boys  and  young 
men,  except  one  who  is  an  elderly 
man, — five  are  studying  Burman  and 
Eiiglish,  seven  Burman  only,  and  six 
English.  Three  of  the  young  men  are 
members  of  the  church,  and  contem- 
plate going  to  the  'I'lieological  Seminary 
at  Tavny  in  the  course  of  the  year  ; 
another  young  man  who  has  a  mind  ca- 
I  pable  of  improvement,  but  whose  ad- 
vantages have  been  small,  is  now  learn- 
ing to  read,  and  we  trust  he  will  follow 
the  others 'liereatter  and  prepare  him- 
self to  become  useful.  The  elderly 
man  mentioned,  is  the  last  one  baptized 
here,  and  being  a  person  of  promise, 
we  have  encouraged  him  to  come  and 
sptMid  his  time  in  studying  the  word  of 
God. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  re- 
ceived a  variety  of  articles  for  schools 
from  America,  which  we  have  found 
exceedingly  useful. 

The  scholars  are  in  school  from  four 
to  five  hours,  and  have  exercises  daily 
I  In  reading,  writing,  geography,  arith- 
metic, and  singing.  Ko  lAm  instructs 
them  in  reading  and  wriiing  Burman; 
in  the  other  branches  they  are  taught 
by  ourselves  :  a  few  are  instrticled  in 
composition. 

We  have  the  globes  and  an  orrery 
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where  they  can  be  seen,  and  our  public 
room  is  hung  round  with  maps  and 
cards.  Many  officers  and  intelligent 
people  frequently  call  to  see  them,  and 
converse  on  various  subjects  connected 
with  religion  and  science.  Often,  on 
such  occasions,  tlie  room  and  verandah 
are  full,  sometimes  crowded ;  and  it 
furnishes  a  favorable  opportunity  for 
reading  tracts,  and  the  scriptures — for 
removing  their  deep-rooted  prejudices, 
and  inculcating  divine  truth. 

The  natives,  generally,  suppose  white 
foreigners  to  be  superior  to  them  in 
every  thing  except  religion.  When 
they  are  ill,  and  all  their  own  efforts 
fail,  as  a  last  resort  they  apply  to  us  for 
medicme.  Such  applications  are  made 
almost  daily,  and  where  there  is  any 
prospect  of  doing  them  good,  it  is  done; 
and  we  are  fully  convinced  that  a  very 
salutary  influence  is  produced  in  favor 
of  the  great  object  for  which  we  came 
to  this  country.  The  chest  of  medicine 
from  Dr.  Jewel,  of  Philadelphia,  is  a 
valuable  acquisition.  Many  persons 
have  been  reiipvod  froiri  puinful  disease 
which  w  as  riipidly  hurrying  them  to  the 
grave. 

State  of  the  Church — Inquirers. 

The  result  of  our  labors,  up  to  the 
present  time,  is  as  follows: — Fourteen 
pcrs'jiis  have  been  baptized ;  ten  males 
and  tour  females.  These,  together  with 
Ko  Lha,  who  was  baptized  in  R;ingoon, 
and  left  here  when  Dr.  Price  died,  have 
been  orL'anized  into  a  church,  and  one 
of  their  number,  Ko  Gwa,  has  been  or- 
dained a  deacon.  All  except  two,  live 
in  the  city.  They  attend  worship  on 
tlie  Sabbath,  and  the  monthly  concert, 
at  our  house.  Some  of  them  havo  es- 
tablished family  worship.  We  think 
their  piety  is  as  consistent  as  could 
reasonably  be  expected  from  persons 
who  have  so  recently  emerged  from  the 
darkness  and  superstition  of  idolatry. 
Three  liave  been  employed  by  us — 
partly  with  a  view  to  prepare  them  for 
usufuincss,  and  partly  because  what 
little  assistance  they  could  give,  was 
needed.  We  have  labored  to  have 
them  all  understand  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  do  nil  in  their  power  to  instruct 
their  neighbors,  nnd  srt  them  an  exam- 
ple of  every  thing  good  and  lovely. 
Considering  the  terrors  of  (Jovormnent, 
they  have  been  as  bold  as  could  be  ex- 
pected, and  there  are  instances  of  con- 
version ihrougii  their  inslrmnentalily. 
The  in()uirera  arc  first  found  out  by 
them,  and  brought  to  us. 

There  are  now  eight  persons  who 


for  some  time  have  been  hopeful  in- 
quirers. They  appear  well,  and  pro- 
fess to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  ;  but 
whether  any  one  of  them  will  be  bold 
enough  to  put  on  Christ  by  baptism, 
is  more  than  we  can  say.*  There  is 
also  one  brahmin  who  professes  to  be- 
lieve, and  often  visits  us,  but  is  titnid. 

There  is  another  and  very  numerous 
class  of  inquirers,  who  read  our  books, 
visit  us,  ask  a  great  many  questions, 
and  yet  give  no  evidence  that  the  truth 
has  reached  their  hearts.  Some  of 
them  continue  to  go  to  the  pagodas,  and 
some  do  not. 

Of  the  scholars  taught  in  our  school, 
three  have  become  pious.  Two  have 
been  baptized  in  Ava,  and  one  in  Manl- 
mein.  The  latter  is  now  at  the  theo- 
logical school  in  Tavoy. 

Through  the  medium  of  our  tracts 
and  conversation  with  transient  visiters 
the  light  of  truth  is  carried  abroad  into 
hundreds  of  towns  and  villages,  and  an 
impulse  is  thus  given  to  the  minds  of 
the  people,  the  result  of  which  eternity 
alone  will  disclose. 

Relations    ipith  the    Government — Pro- 
spects— Modes  of  operation — IVants. 

From  former  communications,  the 
Board  are  aware  that  this  mission  was 
begun  and  carried  on  amidst  much  Gov- 
ernment opposition.  This  opposition 
was  often  so  stern  that  sometimes  it 
seemed  very  doubtful  whether  the  sta- 
tion could  be  maintained.  For  some 
reason,  known  only  to  Ilim  who  holds 
the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  liaiid,  there 
has  been  no  opposition  for  nearly  two 
years.  We  are  encouraged  to  hope, 
from  this  fact,  that  God  has  "  much  peo- 
ple in  tills  city."  When  the  (Jovern- 
ment  condemned  the  "  investigator," 
they  formally  acknowledged  our  right 
to  distribute  oiir  sacred  books,  and  any 
tracts  which  did  not  revile  Gaiidanm. 
What  more  can  vvc  expect  of  a  people 
who  have  been  educated  in  all  the 
darkness  and  superstition  of  idolatry  ; 
a  people  w!io  always  iiave  been,  and 
still  are  deeply  attached  to  their  ancient 
customs  ?  There  is  no  opposition,  ex- 
cept that  kind  which  generally  exists 
among  a  heathen  people. 


*  We  liave  llic  pleasure  to  say,  that  on  the 
.5lli  iii>t.,  PMU-e  tlic;  above  was  wi  illcii,  tlireo 
of  the  iii(|iiiriTH  li:i\c  Ix'oii  l>ii|)li/.c'(l,  wliicli 
uiukes  now  ilie  h  hole  mimlHT  who  hnve  l)cpi> 
I);i|)ii7.t(l  17 — males  13,  (i'liiiiles  I,  and  with 
Ko  I.ha,  IH  who  ;ire  iiieiiilK'is  of  the  chiirrh. 
(Anoihi-r,  iMnmif;  Shwiiy  loon,  was  hapli/.ed 
.Si'pt.  25.  See  Mr.  Kincaid's  journal,  |i. 
191.) 
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The  difficultips  to  be  crappled  witli,  I 
in  propagating'  Cliristiaiiit)'  in  Burmali, 
are  clearly  stulpci  in  an  address  deliv- 
ered by  Mr.  Jirown  in  Calcutta,  and 
]>ublished  in  the  Cliristian  Observer,  a 
c()()y  of  which  we  presume  has  been 
sent  to  the  Board. 

Our  prospects  are  encouraging.  We 
do  not  mean  by  this,  that  the  empire  is 
just  on  the  eve  of  being  converted,  and 
that  our  work  is  nearly  done.  It  is  to 
be  feared  that  too  often  an  unwarranta- 
ble stress  has  been  laid  upon  some  iso- 
lated sentence,  written  in  journals  in  a 
moment  of  excitement  on  some  particu- 
lar occasion,  without  due  reference  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  journals 
are  written  ;  and  therefore  an  incorrect 
impression  is  made  respecting  the 
spread  of  Christianity  in  Burmah. 

From  what  we  liave  iiere  said,  the 
Board  will  see  what  has  been  done,  and 
from  the  non-interference  of  the  govern- 
ment for  so  long  a  time,  we  believe  we 
liave  every  encouragement  to  go  for- 
ward. 

Besides  the  great  population  of  Ava, 
Amerapiira,  and  Sagaing,  wliich  are 
just  at  our  door,  multitudes  from  all 
parts  of  the  empire  are  coming  and  go- 
ing, through  the  whole  year.  Ava,  be- 
ing the  capital,  has  a  conmianding  in- 
fluence over  every  town  and  village  in 
the  country,  as  well  as  over  all  the 
Shyan  principalities,  llencf.-,  from  this 
point  we  iiave  great  facilities  for  dis- 
tributing the  word  of  God  and  tracts 
among  the  towns  and  villages  in  all 
parts  of  the  empire. 

The  numbers  who  daily  come  to  our 
house  are  rather  increasing  than  other- 
wise, and  the  numbf'r  of  liioso  who  lis- 
ten altiMitivoIy  to  the  gospel  is  also  in- 
creasing, which  makes  us  hope  a  bless- 
ing is  near  at  liand  for  Ava,  and  that 
soon  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  add- 
ing many  more  to  the  list  of  jjromising 
incjuirers. 

As  an  important  auxiliary  in  spread- 
ing the  (losprl  among  tlu;  Burmese,  we 
believe  with  Mr.  Urown,  (see  his  address 
in  the  Calcutta  Obscrv.T,  page  ^(il,) 
"  that  one  of  the  most  (>tTeclual  weaji- 
ons  wherewitii  to  weaken  their  attacli- 
iiient  to  idolatry,  is  the  instruction  of  the 
yoiiuir."  Although  our  prospects  for 
establishing  schools  ov(!r  which  we 
may  hiivo  a  ilecidcMlly  religious  in- 
fluence, are  not  at  present  very  bright, 
yet  w(>  believe  we  should  not  sit  down 
and  do  nothing  for  the  rising  genera- 
tion, because  we  cannot  do  nil  we  wish. 
It  has  been  intimatiHl  by  us,  in  our  pri- 
vate interviews  with  some  of  the  princes, 


and  leading  officers  of  the  government, 
that  one  of  us  would  teach  their  sons 
English  and  the  sciences,  it  they  would 
lake  an  interest  in  establishing  a  school. 
Col.  11.  Burney  also  has  mentioned  the 
same  to  the  woongyees.  Thi'y  seemed 
pleased  with  the  proposal,  but  said,  "  If 
tiie  king's  brother,  and  other  members 
of  the  royal  family,  would  take  the  lead," 
they  would  encourage  it,  and  send  their 
children.  It  is  in  this,  as  in  every  thing 
else  proposed  to  them  for  their  benefit  ; 
they  are  all  afraid  of  doing  any  thing, 
lest  It  sJiould  reach  the  ears  of  their 
royal  master,  and  meet  his  displeasure, 
and  bring  upon  them  all  the  consequen- 
ces thereof.  If  the  king  himself  took 
the  interest  in  the  government  of  the 
empire,  wliich  he  did  in  the  days  of  Dr. 
Price,  we  might  expect  something 
would  be  done  ;  but  he  seems  to  iiave 
sunk  in  imbecility;  and  the  reins  of 
government  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
queen,  who  is  said  to  be  a  rigid  boodh- 
ist. 

There  is  a  way  in  which  we  may  be 
very  useful  to  the  rising  generation  ;  by 
placing  in  their  hands  small  interesting 
books,  with  cuts,  on  science,  history, 
and  religion.  By  this  means,  we  may 
in  a  measure  counteract  the  baneful 
influence  which  idolatry  and  supersti- 
tion are  likely  to  have  over  them.  We 
might  gradually  introduce  primary  books 
into  the  private  schools,  which  are 
scattered  all  over  the  city.  And  would 
it  not  be  also  the  means  of  getting  the 
parents  of  the  children  to  open  their 
eyes  to  the  folly  of  worshipping  idols, 
and  trusting  for  happiness  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  boodhism,  s(>eing  they  rest  on 
barefaced  falsehoods  ? 

Tiie  school  that  is  in  operation,  is 
held  usually  in  the  verandah  fronting 
the  road,  so  that  oflici^rs  and  all  who 
pass  may  see  us,  ami  many  are  induced 
to  look  on  and  hearken. 

I'lvery  year  a  <.'roat  many  Shyans  visit 
Ava,  to  trade.  Tiioseofthem  who  aro 
able  to  read  Burinan,  we  supply  with 
books.  As  there  are  many  wlio  can 
read  in  their  own  Inngnnire,  and  not  in 
Burman,  we  hope  that  Air.  Brown,  or 
some  other  missionary,  who  may  learn 
the  Shyan  language,  will  be  able  to  sup- 
ply im,  some  time  hence,  with  Shyan 
tracts. 

in  the  close  of  this  report,  we  wjsli 
to  lay  before  you  onr  most  urirfMil  wants. 
These  are,  native  assistants,  and  a  press. 
'I'll"'  Ava  (Christians  c-aiiiiot  net  openly 
in  thi'ir  native  rity,  without  rert.iin  dan- 
^'er  to  theiiiselvi'8.  Assistant.'  from 
the  I'rovincca  can  labor  without  any 
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dangler.  We  wish  to  have  one  man 
besides  Ko  Shooti,  and  these  to  be  per- 
minont  assistants,  and  only  to  be 
absent  when  visiting'  their  families. 
Native  preachers  atone,  are  adnpted  to 
the  work  of  fiadmg  out  and  briiiirinsr 
forward  inquirers.  Here  is  an  immense 
field  openujo-  to  our  efforts,  and  why 
shall  we  not  have  the  means  necessary 
to  Irtbor  advantageously  ?  We  can  give 
the  poor  heathen  instruction,  and  dis- 
tribute books  among'  tliem  ;  but  we  can- 
not go  round,  and  get  into  their  houses 
and  find  out  inquirers,  and  then  lead 
them  on,  from  step  to  step,  till  faith  in 
Christ  enables  them  to  come  out  on  the 
Lord's  side.  No,  none  but  Bnrmans 
can  so  labor  among  Burmaus.  Almost 
every  day  Ko  Siioon  is  finding  out  in- 
quirers, some  of  one,  and  some  of  two 
years'  standing.  This  is  enough  to  show 
that  there  is  one  very  unportant  kind  of 
work,  which  can  be  done  only  by  na- 
tive assistants. 

In  regard  to  placing  a  press  here; 
every  succeeding  month  renders  the 
importance  of  such  a  measure  more  and 
more  apparent.  The  secret,  sjlent, 
yet  powerful  influence  it  would  e.xert  on 
account  of  its  locnliti/,  can  be  estimated 
only  by  those,  who  know  the  influence 
which  this  city  has  over  all  parts  of  the 
Empire. 

We  now  close  our  report  on  this 
station,  commending  to  your  prayerful 
consideration  the  cause  of  Christ  in 
Ava,  and  ask  a  continued  interest  in 
your  prayers  and  counsel. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THK  JOURNAL  OK  MR. 
OSGOOD. 

Excursion  to  Yt-h. 

Jan.  20,  1836.  At  half  past  eight, 
A.  M.  left  my  family  and  friends  at 
RIaultnein,  and  started  on  an  over-land 
excursion  to  Veh,  tlie  chief  town  of  the 
province  of  that  name,  situated  about 
120  miles  south  of  Maulmein.  Arrived 
at  Kaukanee,  a  village  of  about  35 
houses,  about  noon,  having  passed  two 
small  clusters  of  houses  on  the  way,  at 
eacli  of  which  we  disposeil  of  a  few 
tracts.  Having  spent  a  little  time- with 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  we  left 
lliein,  and  arrived  at  Pah  Ouk,  where 
■we  put  np  fir  the  night,  having  trav- 
elled about  ten  miles  over  n  level  coun- 
try, interspersed  with  forests  and  paddy 
fii'lds,  and  liaviniT  on  our  right  the  chain 
of  hills  which  extend  along  the  course 
of  the  rivf^r  SalwiMi  at  soiu''  miles'  dis 
tance  from  the  shore.    The  assistants 


spent  an  hour  or  two  in  the  village,  giv- 
ing tracts  and  preaching,  at  the  same 
time  inviting  the  people  to  come  to  the 
zayat  in  the  evening.  About  sunset  a 
f"w  persons  came  in,  but  soon  left. 
The  inhabitants  are  principally  Talincs, 
and  understand  but  little  Burmese. 
The  village  contains  about  130  liouses. 
Gave  about  100  tracts  to-day. 

21.  Left  Pah  Ouk  about  eight  o'- 
clock, A.  M.,  and  arrived  at  Moo  Dong 
at  haif  past  three,  having  passed  several 
small  villages  on  the  way,  and  spent  a 
little  lime  in  each,  preaching  and  giving 
tracts.  The  head  man  of  Tiuiuo  Ben 
listened  with  some  attention,  but  ap- 
peared unafi'ected  by  the  truth.  In 
some  of  the  smaller  villages  the  inhab- 
itants fled  from  us  as  ttiey  would  from 
heasts  of  prey.  The  head  man  of  Moo 
Dong  being  about  to  ao  out  to  the  pad- 
dy fields,  ofl'ered  us  the  use  of  his  house 
for  the  night,  which  we  gladly  accepted, 
as  the  zayat  was  open,  unconifirtable, 
and  too  far  from  the  village.  Several 
persiHis  came  in  during  the  evening, 
and  listened  attentively  till  after  eight 
o'clock.  Moo  Dong  contains  about  100 
houses.    Gave  about  100  tracts  to-day. 

22.  Left  Moo  Donir  about  nine 
o'clock,  and,  after  travelling  about  an 
hour,  arrived  at  the  "  Great  Tanks." 
Tlie  natives  suppose  these  tanks  to  have 
b  -en  made  by  nats.  They  appear  very 
much  like  the  small  lakes  or  ponds  of 
water  in  America.  The  Bnrmans  sup- 
pose these  waters  to  be  holy,  and  say  it 
is  instant  death  for  a  woman  to  bathe  in 
them  ;  but  1  learn  that  this  has  been 
proved  to  be  false,  by  actual  demon- 
stration. The  situation  ofthe  tanks  is 
truly  romantic,  especially  of  the  largest, 
where  there  are  many  pagodas,  and  a 
fine  grove  of  jack  trees.  Leaving  these, 
we  passed  two  small  villages,  at  one  of 
which,  the  most  of  the  inhabitants  came 
out  to  see  us,  and  refreshed  us  with  an 
abundance  ol'purecold  water.  Monng 
Sliwa  (loon  conversed  with  an  elderly 
man  nearly  an  hour,  but  without  any 
apparent  success,  as  he  refused  to  re- 
ceive any  of  our  books.  Arrived  at 
Piii-ka-lat  about  one  o'clock,  and  remain- 
ed an  hour,  distributing  tracts,  and  con- 
versing with  the  iniiabitaiiis.  On  the 
way  from  this  village  to  JCyouk-tcm,  we 
stopped  at  a  bouse  on  the  paddy  fields, 
and  had  considerable  conversntion  with 
an  intelligent  man,  the  chief  of  some 
village  near.  G'lvc  him  a  copy  of  Luke 
and  .lobn.the  Balance,  and  Investigalnr. 
Arrived  at  Kyoiik-ton  about  three  o'clock 
and  alter  dinner  went  out  into  the  vil- 
lage, and  gave  tracts  till  nearly  dark. 
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In  the  evening'  several  men  came  into 
the  zayat,  and  Moung-  Shwa  Goon 
prcaclied  to  tliem  till  6  o'clock.  Among 
the  number  was  tiie  head  man  of  the 
village,  who  remained  some  time  after 
tlie  other  company  left.  He  appeared 
very  friendly,  hut  whether  his  mmd  was 
affected  by  the  truth,  is  Ijnown  only  to 
God.  This  villajre  contains  about  sev- 
enty houses,  and  is  beautifully  situated 
on  each  si'ie  of  a  large  creek,  which 
eui|)ties  into  the  bay  at.  Amherst — dis- 
tant from  the  latter  place  about  eight 
miles.    Gave  about  140  tracts  to-day. 

23.  Came  down  the  creek  from 
Kyouk-ton  to  Amherst  in  a  boat. 
Stopped  at  a  small  village  on  the  way, 
and  gave  a  few  tracts.  The  assistants 
were  preaching  in  the  town  during  the 
afternoon,  and  after  dinner  I  went  out 
with  them  to  give  tracts  and  encourage 
iliern  in  their  work.  Found  several 
hirge  boats  near  the  shore,  and  supplied 
lliein  with  tracts. 

24.  Sabbath.  Have  felt  a  good  de- 
gree of  the  presence  of  my  Heavenly 
Father  to-day.  Devoted  the  forenoon 
to  reading  and  private  devotion,  and  in 
the  afternoon  went  out  with  the  native 
assistants.  Found  several  attentive 
hearers,  and  one  or  two  wlio  seemed 
to  be  real  inquirers  after  truth.  One, 
Moung  Thaing,  says  he  has  been  a  long 
time  inquiring,  ever  since  brn.  Judson 
and  Wade  resided  at  this  place.  At 
his  request  I  gave  him  the  New  Testa- 
ment and  the  Jst  vol.  of  the  Old.  Many 
persons  have  heard  the  gospel  to-day, 
;is  the  assistants  have  been  out  all  day, 
v.iih  the  exception  ofashort  time  spent 
with  me  in  devotional  exercisng,  and  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  in  vain.  Have  giv- 
en .'580  books  and  tracts  yesterday  and 
to-day. 

25.  Started  from  Amherst  early  in 
the  morning,  and  travelled  to  Pnat,  a 
dist,unce  of  about  twenty-three  miles, 
the  greater  portion  of  the  way  through 
n  dense  forest.  Passed  the  villaires 
llneel-koing  and  (iuon-that,  and  two 
Kinull  Karen  villages.  Hjive  given  only 
(ibotit  sixty  tracts  to-day.  Ilad  a  re- 
frf^shing  season  in  secret  devotion,  more 
timn  Hiilficient  to  compensate  for  all  the 
toil  and  fatigue  of  the  day. 

2().  Arrived  at  Tropee  about  eleven 
o'clock,  A.  M.  This  is  a  pleasant  vil- 
lage, situated  at  the  month  of  a  large 
creek,  and  contains  uliont  sixty  houses. 
Moung  Shwa  Mhong  hail  a  short  debate 
with  a  man  who  i)retended  to  bo  a  Unr- 
man  ruler,  but  having  displeased  some 
of  his  superiors,  had  fled  from  Hurmah 
to  save  his  life.  Ho  was  very  haughty 
28 


and  overbearing,  but  was  compelled  to 
yield  in  some  measure  to  the  force  of 
argument.  I  was  much  delighted  with 
the  meekness  of  Moung  Shwa  Mhong 
in  this  debate,  it  showed  so  clearly  the 
spirit  of  his  Master,  who,  "  when  he 
was  reviled,  reviled  not  again." 

From  Tropee  Mr.  O.«good  proceeded  to 
Larnaing,  visiting  on  the  way,  Waclong, 
Luikaiiau,  Tsoinbayah,  and  other  villages, 
where  he  distributed  tracts.  The  path  was, 
generally,  obscure  and  diflficiilt,  leading 
through  dense  forests,  or  large  marshes,  and 
exhibiting  in  almost  every  place  where  the 
ground  was  sufficiently  soft  to  receive  an  im- 
pression, the  tracks  of  tigers  and  wild  ele- 
phants, many  of  them  recent. 

28.  Arrived  at  Lamaing  about  half 
past  three.  Looking  over  the  toil  and 
dangers  of  the  day,  I  can  say,  from  the 
fiillness  of  my  heart,  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
endure  them,  if  by  it  I  may  be  the 
means  of  winning  souls  to  Christ. 
The  assistants  spent  the  evening  in 
conversation  with  a  man  whom  I  have 
seen  in  Maulniein,  and  another  from 
Yeh.  The  latter  appeared  really  de- 
sirous to  know  the  truth — said  he 
heard  a  little  about  this  religion  when 
Moung  En  was  here,  two  years  since, 
but  it  seemed  impossible  to  eradicate 
from  his  mind  tlie  idea  of  merit,  so  in- 
terwoven with  all  the  systems  of  reli- 
gion among  heathen  nations.  'Twas 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  he  was  con- 
vinced that  I  was  not  travelling  to  get 
ku-tho  [merit].  This  place  contains 
between  thirty  and  forty  houses. 

29.  Separated  our  company  this 
morning,  and  left  some  to  preach  and 
distribute  tracts  in  Lamaing,  while  with 
others  I  went  to  a  village  about  a 
mile  distant,  called  Kmau-ka-neen, 
which  numbers  thirty-two  houses.  The 
men  of  tlie  village  were  mostly  absent, 
and  the  women  afraid  to  receive  our 
books.  An  idea  is  very  prevalent 
among  the  natives  who  have  little  or 
no  knowledge  of  our  operations,  that  if 
they  receive  our  books,  they  will  be 
called  upon  to  pay  for  them  at  some  fu- 
ture time.  VVe  spent  an  hour  or  more 
in  efforts  to  get  access  to  them  and 
deliver  our  message,  but  to  little  or  no 
purpose.  There  are  four  other  villages 
111  diflerent  directions  from  Lamaing — 
Kan  Daut,  and  Toung  Ben,  lying  to 
the  west,  and  two  Karen  villages  to  the 
east.  Wishintr  to  spend  the  coming 
Siilibatli  at  Veil,  we  were  unable  to 
visit  either  of  them.  Alter  spending 
considerable  time  with  Uio  inhabitants  ot 
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Lamaingf,  we  again  took  up  our  marrh, 
having  witii  rnucli  difficulty  procured  a 
guide  to  accompany  us  to  Ycli.  Arrived 
at  Toung  Bong,  about  five  miles  from 
Lamaing,  a  little  beibre  three.  Path 
much  better  than  yesterday.  Passed 
two  of  tbe  most  beautiful  streams  of 
water  I  have  seen  in  this  coun- 
try. Toung  Bong  contains  thirty-three 
houses,  and  the  appearance  of  the  in- 
habitants was  very  different  from  that 
of  tiie  villages  through  which  we  have 
recently  passed.  As  soon  as  we  ar- 
rived at  the  zayat,  many  gathered  round, 
and  the  Taling  assistants  soon  found 
enough  to  do.  They  received  our  books 
freely  and  without  fear.  Many  of  thoni 
understand  the  Burnian  as  well  as  Ta- 
ling. Before  our  diimer  was  prepared, 
a  very  aged  woman  came,  leaning  upon 
her  statl",  and  sat  down,  snying,  she 
wished  to  hear  something  about  the  law 
■we  preach  ;  and  it  was  truly  remarka- 
ble with  what  interest  she  listened 
while  one  of  the  assistants  explained  to 
her  some  of  the  first  principles  of  reli- 
gion. The  Lord  grant  that  the  truth 
thus  communicated  may  prove  effectual 
to  her  salvation.  Ah  !  tiiought  I,  as  the 
old  woman  sat  listening  to  the  truth, 
how  richly  repaid  shall  we  all  be  for 
the  toils  of  this  journey,  if  this  aged 
sinner  shall  by  it  be  brought  into  the 
kingdom.  In  the  evening  twelve  or 
fifteen  came  in,  and  some  stayed  till  a 
late  hour — the  most  interesting  assem- 
bly we  have  had  since  leaving  home. 
Had  a  pleasant  season  in  prayer  and 
meditation  just  at  twilight.  "  How 
happy  is  the  [)ilgrim's  lot."  Gave  about 
on";  hundred  tracts  to-day. 

30.  The  tigers  have  been  howling 
round  us  nearly  all  night,  as  they  have 
several  nights  before,  but  the  protecting 
care  of  an  omnipresent  .Jehovah  has 
shielded  us  from  harm.  Left  Toung 
Bong  a  little  past  eight,  A.  M.,  and  went 
down  the  creek  between  three  and  four 
miles,  and  then  took  the  path  overland  to 
Y^li.  We  arrived  about  three  o'clock, 
and  were  kindly  received  by  the  chief 
man  of  the  town,  and  directed  to  tlie 
government  zayat.  This  is  a  pleasant 
town,  situated  about  ten  miles  from  the 
sea,  on  a  small  river  which  takes  its 
name  from  the  town.  It  contains,  I  am 
informed,  about  three  hundred  houses. 
Under  the  Hurman  government  it  was 
a  place  of  considerable  note,  and  strong- 
ly fortified. 

31.  Sabbath.  After  the  usual  morn- 
ing worship  with  the  assistants,  in  which 
all  joined,  they  went  out  into  the  town  to 
distribute  tracts,  and  preacii.   As  we 


have  several  kinds  of  tracts  with  us,  I 
concluded  to  commence  the  distribu- 
tion by  giving  the  small  catechism,  and 
thus  prepare  the  way  for  larger  tracts. 
Spent  n)ust  of  the  day  in  reading  and 
devotional  exercises,  in  which  I  have 
truly  received  a  blessing.  Tlie  blessed 
Savior  has  been  pleased  to  manifest 
himself  to  me,  altliougli  far  from  reli- 
gious society.  O  how  delightful  to  hold 
communion  with  Him  "who  sticketli 
closer  than  a  brother."  In  the  after- 
noon had  worship  in  Burman  with  our 
little  company  and  two  or  three  others 
who  came  in.  The  assistants  speak 
encouragingly  of  the  prospects  here. 
Several  have  listened  with  attention  to 
the  sound  of  the  gospel,  which  has  for 
the  first  time  been  proclaimed  in  their 
hearing. 

Having  prosecuted  tlie  ol)jects  of  Ills  tour 
for  several  days  at  Yell  and  the  neigliborhig 
villages,  in  wliicli  lie  was  assisted  by  Mr. 
Wade  from  Tavuy,  as  mentioned  in  an  earlier 
communication,  Mr.  O.  proceeds  imder  date 
of  Feb.  4:— 

When  we  came  here,  the  name  of 
the  Eternal  God  was  almost  unknown 
among  the  people.  We  have  given 
about  10r)0  tracts  and  books,  containing 
in  all,  about  30,240  pages,  which,  so  far 
as  I  have  learned,  have  been  received 
with  a  feeling  which  promises  that  they 
will  be  productive  of  good.  Many  per- 
sons have  called  at  the  zayat  for  them, 
and  thus  evinced  their  desire  to  exam- 
ine the  subject.  We  have  also  the  sat- 
isfaction to  know  that  an  impression 
has  been  made  upon  the  public  mind, 
and  that  from  ten  to  fifteen  persons  are 
more  or  less  anxiously  inquiring  after 
the  truth.  These  tender  plants  all  need 
further  culture;  but  He  that  has  com- 
manded us  to  sow  the  seed,  is  able  to 
deepen  the  impressions  already  made, 
and  set  homo  the  truth  contained  in 
the  books  left  in  their  possession.  I 
have  a  great  desire  to  visit  this  (ilacc 
again  soon,  and  make  some  further 
eflbrts  for  tlic  salvation  of  these  perish- 
ing souls,  but  this  must  be  left  to  the 
direction  of  Providence. 

The  next  day  Mr.  O.  left  Yell  by  wa- 
ter, for  Tropee,  where  lie  arrived  on  the 
6ih,  and  having  passed  the  Sabbath  there, 
continued  his  journey  homeward  through 
I'liat,  Wangaroo.and  Quon-that,  Stc.,  preach- 
ing and  dislilhuting  tracts.  Ho  reached 
Kyouk  Tau  on  the  evening  of  the  9th. 

On  our  arrival  here  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  flocked  around  us,  and  soma 


Extracts  from  Mr.  Bennett's  Journal. 


219 


of  the  assistants  were  almost  constantly 
preaching  till  near  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  The  head  man  says  he  be- 
lieves there  is  an  Eternal  God,  but 
Jesus  Christ  is  to  him  a  stumbling- 
stone.  He  has  recently  expended  con- 
siderable money  in  the  erection  of  a 
pagoda,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
merit,  which  he  now  professes  to  regret. 
Have  given  sixty-five  tracts  to-day. 

11.  Left  Kyouk  Tau  in  the  morning, 
and  took  the  river  route,  which  1  found 
to  be  much  nearer,  more  pleiisant,  and 
passing  through  a  more  numerous  pop- 
ulation, than  the  one  lying  further  back. 
Passed  eight  villages,  in  each  of  which 
we  spent  a  little  time,  and  arrived  at 
Pah  Ouk  a  little  before  five,  P.  M., 
wl:ere  we  lodged  the  first  night  after 
leaving  home.  The  iniiabitants  of  this 
place  seem  particularly  averse  to  re- 
ceiving any  religious  instruction.  Al- 
though the  place  contains  near  100 
houses,  we  have  scarcely  found  a  seri- 
ous listener.  Several  persons  came 
around  the  zayat  on  our  arrival,  but  as 
soon  as  a  proposition  was  made  to  teach 
them  something  about  the  Eternal  God, 
they  all  lied.  In  the  evening  we  were 
informed  that  the  people  were  assem- 
bled at  a  house  in  the  town,  mourning, 
or  ratiier  carousing,  with  a  family  who 
had  lost  a  relative.  We  hastened  to  the 
place,  to  improve  the  opportunity  to  do 
them  good ;  but  here  we  found  the 
"  strong  man  armed  "  apparently  in  full 
j)ossession  of  the  "  palace,"  and  it  seem- 
ed utterly  impossible  for  the  assistants 
to  obtain  a  hearing.  They  refused  en- 
tirely to  let  Moung  Shwa  Mhong  speak, 
s.iying  that  his  voice  was  not  good  ;  and 
Moung  Shwa  Goon  labored  till  near 
nine  o'clock  to  get  a  hearing,  with  but 
little  better  success.  I  trust,  however, 
that  some  truths  were  understood,  al- 
though spoken  in  fragments,  for  a  few 
who  sat  near  were  silent  while  others 
'|)0sed.  I  was  much  interested  in  a 
n  umstance  which  occurred  during  the 
i  tempts  of  the  assistants  to  obtain  a 
hearing.  Casting  my  eyes  over  the  as- 
iribly,  I  discovered,  in  a  remote  corner 
the  room,  a  little  group  who  were 
r|ipar<'ntly  intently  engaged,  and  on 
further  examination,  found  that  Moung 
iMee,  a  Taling  Christian  who  accoinpa- 
iiiod  us,  hud  taken  the  advantage  of  the 
'  iiposiiion  who  wore  intent  upon  one 
'|i'ct,  and  having  collected  together 
lew  of  liiH  countrymen,  was  com- 
iminiraling  to  them  'the  truths  of  the 
gospel.  One  prominent  reason  for  the 
opposition  ill  thin  place,  may  be  traced  to 
ilie  success  of  the  go^pel  among  them, 


[  under  the  preaching  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wade,  some  years  since,  when  several 
were  converted,  and  consequently  the 
enmity  of  the  powers  of  darkness  ex- 
cited. 

12.  Left  Pah  Ouk  in  the  morning, 
and  having  passed  through  three  small 
villages,  arrived  at  my  residence  about 
noon.  On  reviewing  the  scenes  of  the 
last  three  weeks  I  find  much  cause 
for  gratitude  to  God,  both  for  preserving 
kinilness,  and  the  measure  of  success 
which  has  attended  this  feeble  effort  to 
advance  the  interests  of  his  kingdom. 
Since  leavincr  home  I  have  travelled  in 
company  with  the  little  native  band, 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles — 
visited  forty-six  villages,  containing,  in 
the  aggregate,  2650  houses — and  given 
3;300  tracts  and  portions  of  Scripture, 
amounting  to  about  04,500  pages.  I 
have  enjoyed  the  most  cheering  evi- 
dence of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spir- 
it in  my  own  soul,  and  of  its  direction 
in  the  use  of  the  means  of  grace.  True 
we  have  had  to  contend  with  ignorance, 
prejudice,  tradition,  and  hatred  to  the 
truths  of  the  gospel :  but  yet  our  labors 
have  been  crowned  with  a  blessing,  in 
leading  a  goodly  number  to  listen  to, 
and  inquire  after  the  truth,  and  a  few, 
we  hope,  have  received  .=o  great  a 
measure  of  light,  that  they  will  be  in- 
fluenced to  forsake  their  idols,  and  turn 
"to  the  Lord,  who  will  have  mercy,  and 
to  our  God,  who  will  abundantly  par- 
don." 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  JOURNAL  OF  MR. 
BENNETT. 

(Continued  from  p.  269,  last  vol.) 

Maulmein,  April  7,  lt>3fi.  At  three 
this  morning,  Mary  Hutton,  one  of  the 
children  in  the  school,  died  of  small- 
pox. She  was  not  far  from  thirteen 
years  old.  When  she  came  to  the 
school,  she  says  she  did  not  know  there 
was  a  hell  or  a  heaven,  nor  a  God  who 
made  all  things:  she  did  not  know  her 
alphabet,  but,  by  diligent  application, 
made  rapid  progress,  and  when  she 
died  was  a  tolerably  good  render.  But 
we  have  good  reason  to  hope  she  is  now 
with  the  saints  and  glorified  spirits  bo- 
I'ore  the  throne.  She  was  one  of  the  first 
who  manifested  niiic-h  seriousness  in  the 
school, and,  with  her  bro'her,  soon  gave 
evidence  of  love  to  God.  They  both 
hccnuK!  meinlicrs  of  the  visible  church 
of  Christ,  and  to  the  time  of  her  death 
Mary  gave  bright  evidence  that  she 
loved  the  yavior. 
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May  29.  The  pious  boys  of  the 
school  have  prayer-meeting-s  in  the 
morning,  and  to-day  they  have  spent 
some  time  in  one  of  their  rooms,  pray- 
ing to  God.  O  may  the  Lord  pour  out 
his  Holy  Spirit  upon  their  souls. 

July  3.  To-day  one  of  the  pupils  of 
the  school,  who  has  been  ill  for  some 
days,  left  for  the  home  of  his  parents. 
His  mind  has  been  much  exercised,  and 
I  trust  some  light  has  been  shed  in  upon 
his  understanding.  I  feel  encouraged 
to  hope  his  heart  will  be  changed.  The 
folly  of  heathenism  he  sees,  and  its 
worthlessness,  but  whether  its  sinful- 
ness is  also  discovered,  time  must  de- 
termine. 

One  circumstance  which  gave  us  en- 
couragement, w-as  the  fact,  that  when 
his  mother  came  for  him,  to  take  him 
home  and  have  a  Burmese  doctor,  he 
begged  to  remain  with  us  in  preference. 
The  heathen  doctors'  art,  much  of  it, 
consists  in  incantations,  and  olierings  to 
devils  and  idols,  which  of  course  do  no 
manner  of  good  to  the  patient ;  and  this 
young  man  seems  to  be  fully  aware  of  it. 

In  the  evening  preached  the  semi- 
annual discourse  before  the  missionary 
society.  Tliough  there  is  much  less 
ardor  in  this  cause  now  than  there  was 
some  months  since,  a  larger  number  at- 
tended than  usual,  and  we  would  pray 
that  good  may  be  the  result. 

24.  Two  Karens  arrived  from  Ran- 
goon, who  are  on  their  way  to  study 
in  the  Seminary.  Being  acquainted 
with  them  when  we  lived  in  Rangoon, 
and  one  of  them  having  then  professed 
his  faith  in  Christ,  it  was  very  gratifying 
to  hear  his  statements  of  the  progress 
of  tiie  truth,  since  it  was  then  for  the 
first  time  brouuht  to  their  knowledge 
as  a  nation.  He  says  whole  villages, 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  have  left 
off  work  on  the  Sabbath,  and  generally 
assemble  in  one  of  their  zayats,  and 
some  one  reads,  (for  many  of  them  can 
read  Burmese,)  and  then  they  confer 
together  on  the  trutiis  they  have  heard, 
and  pray  logetlier.  Some  few  learned 
to  read  of  Ko  Thah-byoo,  and  they  have 
taugiit  some  others.  O  what  a  blessed 
revolution  has  been  etfected,  even  in 
the  short  space  of  a  few  years,  among 
these  wild  people.  I  was  truly  rejoiced 
that  these  young  men  were  on  their 
way  to  Iciirn  more  perfectly  tlie  knowl- 
edge of  God,  and  then,  God  willing, 
design  to  return  and  instruct  their 
countrymen. 

31.  Have  felt  very  unwell  for  a  few 
days  past,  with  a  most  violent  head- 
ache, &.C.  but  feel  some  belter  to-day. 


The  Lord  has  been  very  good  to 
me  and  my  dear  family,  and  I  feel  we 
ought  to  be  willing  to  bless  and  praise 
his  name  forever  and  ever.  He  has 
prostrated  us  all  upon  sick  beds,  and  he 
has,  in  a  measure,  restored  us  all  again 
to  health:  we  have  all  recovered,  ex- 
cept the  two  youngest,  on  whom  the 
effects  of  the  small  pox  remain. 

State  of  the  School — Opposition  to  Ckrii- 
tian  Instruction. 

Aug.  19.  Examination  of  the  school. 
Though  a  very  rainy  day,  the  attend- 
ance was  very  large.  The  pupils  ac- 
quitted themselves  very  well.  The 
school  is  exerting  a  good  influence.  It 
is  impossible  for  the  pupils  to  become 
acquainted  with  sciencCi  and  continue 
to  hold  tlie  legends  of  their  sacred  books, 

Sept.  2.  Visited  an  English  woman 
this  morning,  who  seems  near  her  end 
with  consumption.  About  four  years 
since  she  used  to  attend  the  English 
chapel, was  very  serious,  and  gave  some 
evidence  of  a  change  of  heart,  but  as 
her  husband  as  well  as  herself  was  ed- 
ucated in  the-church  of  England,  she 
did  not  make  a  profession  of  religion. 
When  I  asked  her  this  evening  how 
she  expected  to  be  saved,  she  replied, 
"Only  through  Jesus."  Do  you  trust 
all  to  him  ?  "  O  yes,  there  is  no 
other  way  to  heaven, — in  Jesus  I  trust 
all,"  &c.  At  times  her  mind  v/anders, 
but  on  the  subject  of  another  world  she 
seems  perfectly  rational.  She  is  ex- 
tremely emaciated,  and  cannot  survive 
long. 

4.  I  have,  for  some  time  past,  made 
the  jail  a  visit  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
Sabbath,  where  there  are  near  1000 
prisoners,  of  different  languages.  Dis- 
tributed tracts  to-day  in  five  different 
languages.  The  prisoners  were  very 
eager  to  receive  the  tracts,  and  those 
who  could  read  collected  those  who 
could  not,  around  them,  and  read  ;  thus 
there  were  several  groups  in  the  prison 
yard,  reading  and  conversing  about  the 
religion  of  Christ. 

12.  This  morning  opened  tiic  box  of 
American  tracts  ajid  books,  a  most  val- 
uable Jissortment,  and  this  evening 
nearly  !<20  worth  of  the  books  were 
sold.  One  of  the  boys  left  to-day  for 
Rangoon,  where  his  parents  reside. 
Before  his  departure  he  ciime  and  beg- 
ged a  copy  of  the  Burmese  New  Tes- 
tament, which  I  gave,  and  a  part  of  the 
Old,  with  a  few  books  and  tracts  of  the 
Am.  Tract  Society,  just  received.  O 
that  the  grace  of  God  may  find  a  place 
ill  his  heart. 
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18.  Had  a  most  interestingr  Sabbath  ] 
scliool  to-day.  Conversed  some  titiie 
with  the  children  on  the  judgment.  It  i 
was  a  solemn  time — several  of  the 
children  seemed  to  feel.  Alter  school, 
Aoung,  the  Chinese  youth  mentioned 
several  times  in  niy  former  journals, 
came  to  me  and  requested  to  be  bap- 
tized. He  is  a  most  proniisintf  youth, 
has  seen  the  folly  of  heathenism  for 
nearly  a  year,  and  given  good  evidence 
of  being  regenerated  in  lieart.  1  have 
hope  he  will  be  very  useful  yet  among 
his  countrymen.  He  reads  Chinese 
and  Burmese,  and  English, — is  a  first- 
rate  student,  and  has  made  most  rapid 
proirress  in  his  English  studies. 

Oct.  7.  As  br.  Osgood  is  absent,  by 
request  I  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
English  church,  preparatory  to  the  com- 
munion.  Only  seven  members  present. 

8.  Sir  Edward  Ryan,  one  of  the 
Bengal  Judges,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Instruction  Committee,  beirnr  in  town, 
called  to  see  the  school.  He  objected 
strongly  to  the  Sunday  school  cards, 
witii  which  I  had  adorned  the  school 
room,  &.C.,  thongh  I  only  teach  them  in 
Sabbath  school. 

9.  Lord's  day.  This  day  another 
of  my  pupils  professed  his  attachment 
to  the  Savior.  He  is  the  Chinese 
youth  mentioned  Sept.  I8th,  and  gives 
us  good  evidence  tliat  he  is  really  a 
child  of  God.  In  this  instance  I  behold 
the  fruit  of  individual  |)rayer,  and  have 
to  record  again  that  the  Lord  is  a  prayer- 
hearing,  and  a  prayer-answering  God. 
No  laborer  in  the  Lord's  vineyard  ever 
needs  to  be  discouraged.  Let  every  one 
lay  hold  of  the  promises,  plead  and  in- 
tercede, as  did  Jacob,  and  no  one  will 
be  sent  empty  away.  Attended  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  Lord's  supper  this  even- 
ing with  the  English  church.  Had  a 
good  season,  though  only  fifteen  com- 
municants were  present,  including  two 
missionaries. 

10.  Sir  Edward  Ryan  called  again 
to-day,  with  Mr.  Cameron,  another 
member  of  the  School  Committee. 
From  what  I  can  gather,  I  perceive  my 
course,  as  regards  instructing  the  chd- 
dren  in  the  ('hristian  reliirion,  is  not  ap- 
proved, and  I  expect  I  shall  have  to  leave 
the  school,  or  cease  to  tell  the  pu()ils  that 
Christ  is  the  only  Savior,  wliich  I  can 
never  do.  In  the  hour.i  of  school  I  have 
never  taught  religion  of  any  kind,  but  out 
of  them  1  have,  and  must  coiitiiuic  so  to 
ilo  or  leave  the  school.  I  can  never  bring 
my  mind  to  believe  I  do  right,  in  seeing 
tiiesc  preciousyoutharoiind  ine  destined 
to  be  eternally  happy  or  miserable,  with- 


out pointing  them  to  the  Lamb  of  God, 
that  "  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world." 
How  could  I  answ  er  it  at  the  bar  of  God, 
if  they  should  be  found  on  the  left  hand, 
and  say  to  me,  you  might  have  taught 
us  our  duty  to  God  and  our  own  souls, 
and  had  you  done  so,  we  should  not 
have  been  here  :  we  are  lost  and  ruined, 
and  all  from  your  neglect!  Many  of  the 
children  are  serious,  and  I  hope  to  meet 
several  of  them  in  heaven,  though,  as 
yet,  they  do  not  profess  openly  to  love 
the  Lord. 

11.  Sir  Edward  Ryan  called  again 
to-day,  with  whom  I  had  a  long  con- 
versation. He  strenuously  objected  to 
having  religion  taught  the  pupils,  stated 
that  the  object  of  government  in  appro- 
priating funds  for  schools  was,  that  the 
children  might  be  taught  science,  not 
religion,  &-c.  &c.  I  plainly  stated  my 
course  pursued,  that  so  far  as  regarded 
school  hours,  I  had  never  departed  from 
the  designs  of  Government,  so  far  as  I 
understood  them.  But  all  this  did  not 
seem  satisfactory,  and  T  am  more  con- 
vinced to-day  than  yesterday,  that  my 
connection  with  the  school  must  cease. 

But  I  leave  all  with  my  Ileaverdy 
Father.    His  cause  will  triumph. 


ISarens. 

KXTRACTS   FROM  THE  JOCKNAL  OF  MR. 
VI.NTO.V. 

Tour  among   Karens   on  the  Rangoon 
and  Irrawaddy  rivers. 

Oct.  25,  18;3().  hcfi  Rangoon  in 
company  with  brethren  Howard  and 
Abbott.  We  took  with  us  five  thou- 
sand Burman  tracts,  with  two  Karon 
and  one  Burman  assistants.  In  the 
course  of  the  day,  saw  a  number  of  Ka- 
ren boats,  but  they  all  belonged  a  little 
back  in  the  interior.  The  next  day, 
a  number  of  Karon  boats  canu;  along- 
side, and,  being  able  to  read  Burman, 
we  gave  tlieni  books,  and  preached  to 
theni  a  long  lime.  They  listened  at- 
tentively, and  promised  to  tell  all  their 
frieiuls  all  they  had  iieard.  From  them 
we  learned  that  there  are  multitudes  of 
Kari'us  scattered  in  all  directions,  but 
principally  situated  a  little  back  from 
the  river. 

27.  About  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon, we  came  opposite  to  a  Karen  vil- 
lage, lying  a  little  back  from  the  shore. 
Here  wo  stopped  for  th(!  night.  On 
going  to  the  villiigo,  wo  found  not  the 
least  trace  of  missionary  titburs;  the  in- 
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habitants  had  not  even  heard  of  such  a 
beinu;  as  Jesus  Christ.  They,  however, 
listened  to  the  gospel  with  tlio  most  ab- 
sorbing interest.  No  cavillers  ; — all 
seeintd  anxious  to  know  the  truth- — all 
seemed  resolved  to  obey  it.  Still,  we 
rejoice  with  trembling,  lest  the  enemy 
should  catch  away  the  seed  sown,  and 
so  no  fruit  appear. 

28.  Early  the  next  morning,  started 
on  our  journey,  and  about  noon,  stopped 
at  a  Pwo  village.  The  men  were  all  ab- 
sent, and  the  women  were  exceedingly 
frightened.  VVe  succeeded,  however, 
in  abating  their  fears,  so  that  they  con- 
sented to  listen  a  short  time  to  Ko 
Chet-thing,  (who  is  himself  half  Pwo,) 
on  condition  that  we  would  not  force 
upon  them  any  of  our  books. 

2i).  'J'his  morning  left  the  Rangoon 
river,  and  entered  the  broad  and  beau- 
tiful Irrawaddy.  Soon,  we  came  to  a 
Burman  village,  and  were  informed 
that  there  were  Karens  lying  a  little 
back  from  the  shore.  We  went,  and 
found  a  village  of  Pwos.  They  lis- 
tened attentively  to  what  we  told  them, 
and  seemed  not  a  little  interested  in 
the  new  and  strange  things  that  came 
to  their  ears.  We  learned  from  tiieni 
that  there  are  multitudes  of  Pwos  scat- 
tered all  through  this  region,  extending 
even  to  Rangoon  and  Bassein.  Their 
language,  however,  Ko  Chet-thing  tells 
me,  is  very  different  from  that  of  those 
in  the  regions  of  Maulmein.  They  had 
never  before  heard  any  thing  of  God, 
and  imiuired,  after  we  had  been  there  a 
little  time,  if  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
worship  us.  In  the  afternoon,  we 
came  to  the  most  densely  populated 
region  of  the  Karens  I  have  ever  seen. 
Before  us,  in  full  view,  were  no  loss  than 
six  large  and  flourishing  villages.  Tlie 
people  were  more  than  commonly  in- 
telligent, showed  us  no  little  kindness, 
and  received  the  word  witli  all  glad- 
ness, ficre  we  thought  to  s;)end  the 
coming  Sabbath ;  but  were  informed 
that  a  little  above  there  was  a  large 
Burman  village,  where  brother  Howard 
and  his  Rurman  assistant  might  profita- 
bly spi'iid  the  day  ;  back  of  which,  was 
a  large  Karen  village,  to  which  wc 
might  go,  and  where  lives  a  leading 
chief.    So  we  proceeded  on  our  way. 

30.  Early  Sabbath  morning,  we 
went  out  to  the  Karen  village,  but 
foutid  the  clii<'f  unwell.  Multitudes  at 
first  Hocked  in  from  all  parts  of  the  vil- 
lage, and,  for  a  time,  listened  atten- 
tively ;  but  it  was  their  day  for  distill- 
ing, and  before  noon  nothing  more 
could  be  done.   The  Spirit  of  God  wus 


driven  from  their  noisy  abodes,  and 
they  were  left,  in  all  their  hardness  and 
impenitence,  to  reject  the  precious 
truths  of  the  gospel.  There  were  two 
Shyans,  however,  in  the  village,  who 
appeared  well,  and  said  that  they  would 
never  again  worship  the  pagodas,  but 
were  resolved  to  become  Christians, 
though  secretly,  for  fear  of  the  Bur- 
mans.  In  the  evening,  felt  sad  that 
nothing  more  had  been  done  for  the 
honor  of  God  during  the  day.  The 
thought  of  accomplishing  nothing  to  the 
honor  of  my  blessed  Lord  was  inex- 
pressibly dreadful.  What  though  I 
have  done  my  duty,  and  hear  it  said, 
"  W^ell  done,"'  and  yet  have  effected 
little  or  nothing  in  the  great  work  of 
saving  souls.  This  would  be  like  the 
fruitless  efforts  of  the  half-distracted 
parent  to  save  his  drowning  child.  He 
puts  forth  the  last  effort,  and  reaches 
the  spot  just  as  the  little  helpless  suf- 
ferer sinks  to  rise  no  more.  True,  the 
parent  has  done  all  in  his  power,  but 
his  child  is  dead,  and  he  broken-heart- 
ed. So  it  appears  to  me  my  heart 
must  break,  if  God  comes  not  to  glorify 
himself,  and  save  souls.  Still,  I  rest  in 
sweet  hope  that  God  will  yet  pour 
down  the  Holy  Spirit;  for  the  promise 
is  sure,  "  He  that  goelh  forth  and  weep- 
eth,  bearing  precious  seed,  shall  doubt- 
less come  again  with  rejoicing,  bring- 
ing his  sheaves  with  him." 

Nov.  I.  Came  to  a  Burman  village, 
and  inquired  of  a  company  of  priests 
if  there  were  any  Karens  near.  They 
said,  "A'b,"  although  there  was  a  vil- 
lage not  a  hundred  rods  distant,  to 
which  we  immediately  repaired,  and 
spent  the  niglit.  The  villagers  soon 
collected  around  us,  and  listened  at- 
tentively all  the  evening.  After  a  lit- 
tle time,  they  seemed  satisfied  that  we 
had  come  to  make  known  to  them  the 
truth  of  God,  and  that  all  their  past 
systems  of  worship  were  false.  They 
seemed  to  recognize  fully  the  truth 
that  there  is  salvation  in  no  other  name 
but  that  of  Jesus;  that  he  is  able  to 
save  to  the  uttermost,  was  to  tliem  as  a 
fresh  coidial  to  the  soul. 

2.  Early  in  the  morning,  I  returned 
to  the  boat,  and  brethren  Howard  and 
Abbott  went  with  me  to  another  village, 
lying  still  farther  back  from  the  shore. 
Here  we  found  an  e(iually  interesting 
company.  Before  leavinir,  they  again 
and  again  assured  us  that  they  would 
never  again  worship  the  priests,  nor 
make  offerings  to  the  nats  ;  but  would 
turn  right  about,  and  worship  God.  In- 
deed, they  gave  us  all  the  evidence 


Extracts  from  Mr. 


Vinton's  Journal. 


228 


they  could,  in  the  length  of  time  we 
staid  with  them,  th;it  thpy  had  truly 
turned  to  the  Lord.  From  them  I 
learned  that  tiie  Karens  extend  even 
into  Arracan. 

3.  The  next  day,  we  found  our- 
selves in  a  still  more  densely  populated 
region  of  Karens  than  we  had  yet 
seen.  Ind(!ed,  the  whole  interior  is 
filled  with  them.  At  the  place  where 
we  spent  the  last  night,  tiie  people 
manifested,  comparatively,  but  little  in- 
terest in  our  message,  and,  as  is  com- 
mon in  such  cases,  treated  us  more 
kindly  than  our  Master.  In  the  course 
of  the  day,  however,  we  fell  in  with  a 
number  of  interesting  cases.  The  peo- 
ple are  nearly  all  anxious  to  learn  to 
read,  and  would,  I  ihiiik,  avow  them- 
selves Christians,  but  for  their  fear  of 
the  Burnians.  The  truth  that  God  can 
pardon  sin,  through  the  suffering  of 
Christ,  is  to  nearly  all  that  we  have 
seen,  a  welcome  doctrine. 

About  noon  came  to  a  Burmese  vil- 
lage, near  to  which  was  a  large  number 
of  Karen  villages.  We  immediately 
repaired  to  one  of  these,  and  remained 
till  about  throe  o'clock,  when  we  came 
back  to  the  boat  for  dinner.  On  our  re- 
turn, the  assistants  had  lelt  for  another 
villaire  ;  we  followed  on,  but  they  had 
gone  still  to  another.  On  our  return  to 
the  boat,  we  found  that  Ko  Chot-tliing 
had  come  back,  but  that  I'aniah  had  con- 
cluded to  sleep  at  one  of  the  villages. 
E  iriy  the  next  morning,  as  we  thought 
best  to  [)roceed,  we  sent  a  man  to  call 
Ko  Panlah.  He  was  gone  a  long  lime, 
and  on  coming  back  said  he  had  follow- 
ed him  to  three  or  four  villages,  at  the 
last  of  which  they  said  he  started  last 
tiight  on  his  way  back  to  the  boat. 
Tliis  intelligence  awakened  a  little  anx- 
iety in  our  minds,  and  especially  as  the 
man  said  ho  had  been  to  every  Karen 
villaire  in  this  re<;i()n.  15r.  A.  and  I 
started  with  Ko  Chct-thing  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  boatmen,  and  went  to  the 
j)lace  wIkti;  he  was  last  heard  of.  We 
there  found  that  he  had  slept  at  a  village 
near  by,  aiul  had  just  passed,  on  his 
way  to  another  village.  Wiien  we 
found  hiiii,  he  said  liuit  such  was  the 
anxiety  of  the  people  to  hear  the  truth, 
he  had  concluded  to  stop  a  number  of 
days  among  them,  unless  we  called 
him. 

As  we  came  up  from  the  river,  we 
saw  a  number  of  Karens  upon  the  shore. 
They  had  been  gatheririij  paddy,  and 
stopped  a  little  to  rest.  The  assistants 
began  to  preach  to  them,  and  the  boat 
proceeding  on  her  way,  they  followed 


on.  Such,  however,  was  their  anxiety 
to  hear,  that  we  stoiipcd  the  boat,  Avlien 
they  came  on  board  and  listened  for 
half  an  hour  with  the  most  breathless 
attention.  To  close,  Ko  Chet-thing 
told  them  that  God's  ])lan  of  s])reading 
the  gus])el  required  every  new  hearer 
to  proclaim  it  to  his  fellow,  "and  now," 
said  he,  "  go  tell  all  of  your  friends 
what  you  have  heard,  and  tell  them  to 
tell  others,  and  so  on." 

4.  The  Karens  where  we  spent  the 
last  night,  listened  with  niucii  interest 
to  what  we  told  them,  but  thought  they 
should  not  dare  to  become  Christians, 
unless  we  would  pray  to  God,  and  liave 
him  restrain  the  fury  of  the  Burnuin 
rulers. 

About  noon  came  to  another  Burman 
village,  and  although  there  was  no  Ka- 
ren village  so  near  that  we  could  visit 
it,  yet  so  large  is  this  village,  that  we 
were  unwilling  to  leave  it,  without  a 
pretty  thorough  distribution  of  tracts,  in 
addition  to  some  preaching.  So  we 
joined  br.  H.  as  we  have  not  nnfre- 
qucntly  before  done,  in  giving  tracts, 
and  talking  to  the  people.  In  preach- 
ing I  was  obliged  to  have  a  Karen  in- 
terpreter. This,  although  attended  with 
many  disadvantages,  yet  drew  around 
me  the  greater  assembly — many  of 
wlioin  came  out  of  mere  curiosity  to 
hear  a  white  foreigner  speak  the  Karen 
language.  They  say  such  a  thing  was 
not  before  known. 

.5.  The  next  day  we  made  but  few 
calls,  the  Karens  lie  so  far  hack  in  the 
interior.  Late  in  the  evening  we 
reached  Ilen-tha-dah. 

(3.  This  being  the  Sabbath,  and  no 
Karens  near,  we  spent  the  «iiole  day 
in  (listributing  tracts  and  preachinir  to 
the  Burmans.  This  village  c(Mitains  a 
thousand  houses,  as  we  judged  from 
counting  those  on  one  of  the  priuci|)nl 
streets.  We  gave  a  thousand  tracts, 
and  yet  refused  a  multitude  of  appli- 
cants. The  demand  for  tracts  surpass- 
es any  thing  I  ever  before  witnessed. 
It  is  all  but  impos.sible  to  walk  the 
streets  with  a  bundle  of  them.  A  num- 
ber of  times  during  (he  day  I  was  sur- 
rounded with  apjdicants,  when  I  was 
obliired  to  resort  to  iihysical  force, 
pu-^hing  one  here  and  another  there,  to 
make  my  way  Ihrouuh  the  crowd.  t)ur 
boat  and  the  shor(!  adjoining  have  been 
thronged  ncar\y  all  day,  with  applicants 
for  tracts.  We  were  at  last  obliged  lo 
|)ush  out  a  little  into  the  stream,  to  i)rc- 
vent  the  multitude  from  coming  on 
board.  This  measure,  however,  scarcely 
lessened  the  number  of  ap|)licants,  for 
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they  would  come  swimming  to  the  boat, 
to  boiT  for  books. 

Beside  giving  books,  we  have  had 
some  nearly  all  day  on  board  the  boat 
to  listen  to  the  gospel.  In  the  first 
place,  br.  H.  brought  on  three  of  the 
principal  men  of  the  village,  two  of  them 
secretaries  to  the  head  man  oi  this  dis- 
trict. They  staid  till  they  had  read  the 
first  five  chapters  of  Matthew,  and  pro- 
fessed themselves  much  pleased  with 
what  they  had  read  and  heard.  Then 
came  an  intelligent  priest,  who  remain- 
ed a  little  while  and  left,  but  in  a  sliort 
time  returned  with  three  others,  princi- 
pal men,  as  he  said,  and  as  I  should  jud<ie 
from  tlieir  appearance,  in  all  this  region. 
One  of  them  was  decidedly  the  ablest 
and  fairest  reasoner  I  have  ever  met 
among  the  Burmans.  After  a  little 
conversation  they  invited  us  up  to  their 
kyoung.  Here  was  shortly  collected 
a  large  assembly,  and  we  soon  found 
that  their  object  was  disputation.  A 
number  of  points  came  up,  but  they  ul- 
timately yielded  every  one  of  them,  and 
finally  became  as  docile  as  children, 
assenting  to  every  thing  we  said,  and 
occasionally  expressing  their  astonish- 
ment and  admiration  at  what  was  told 
them. 

7.  Monday  morning  early  we  left, 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  Ther-at-wah, 
but  on  inquiry,  found  that  the  Karens 
in  all  this  region,  and  up  the  river, 
are  located  so  far  back  from  the  river, 
that  in  a  boat  excursion  we  cannot  well 
visit  them.  We  have  concluded,  there- 
fore, to  return,  as  our  tracts  are  nearly 
expended.  Besides  this,  one  of  the 
principal  objects  of  the  excursion  has 
been  already  eS'ected.  We  now  know 
that  there  is  upon  this  river  a  most  ex- 
tensive and  deeply  interesting  field  of 
labor  amongst  the  Karens,  accessible  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year.  We  know  too, 
that  the  main  body  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage, as  that  spoken  in  the  region  of 
Maulmein.  This  last  consideration,  so 
far  as  the  printing  ofbooks  is  concerned, 
is  a  most  deejjly  interesting  fact. 

8.  On  the  morning  of  the  8tli,  wc 
reached  the  place  where  the  people 
gave  us  .so  much  encouragement  on 
the  1st.  Then  wc  could  but  thank  God 
and  take  couranre.  Now  we  were  con- 
strained to  take  the  cup  of  salvation, 
and  bless  Mis  holy  name  for  what  our 
eyes  were  allowed  to  see,  and  our  ears 
to  hear  of  iiis  salvation.  Tiie  inhabit- 
ants of  these  two  villages,  over  whom 
we  had  rejoiced  with  so  much  trembling, 
are  now  still  more  conlirmed  in  their 
resolutions  to  serve  God.    But  what 


was  more  interesting  than  all,  they  had 
actually  commenced  the  work.  VV'hea 
we  inquired  whether  they  had  worship- 
ped God  ever  since  we  left,  they  re- 
plied that  they  had,  every  morning  and 
evening.  To  the  inquiry,  '  Who  '  they 
said  a//,  from  the  oldest  to  the  youngest. 
Those  who  were  able  to  form  their  own 
petitions,  did  so;  and  then  instructed 
the  younger  children  how  to  pray. 
We  then  inquired  of  the  children  if 
they  loved  to  worship  God.  Their  re- 
ply convinced  us  that  our  instructions 
had  taken  deep  root  in  the  feelings  of 
ail,  from  the  aged  grandlalher  down  to 
the  youngest  child  capable  of  under- 
standing the  subject.  One  woman  told 
us  she  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to 
govern  her  temper,  and  retrain  from 
scolding  her  children.  We  told  her 
I  every  time  she  got  angry  she  must  re- 
pent of  that  sin,  and  pray  to  God  to  for- 
give her,  and  then  set  a  double  guard, 
so  as  not  to  sin  again.  Slie  said  she 
had  prayed,  and  toid  us  how,  and  in- 
quired if  that  was  right.  When  we 
presented  the  subject  of  the  Sabbath, 
they  inquired  with  great  interest  how 
tliey  should  know  what  day  to  keep. 
As  one  of  them  could  read  Burman,  one 
of  the  assistants  wrote  on  a  black  board, 
how  many  days  would  elapse  before  the 
Sabbath,  and  then  gave  them  some  in- 
struction how  they  might  remember 
the  day. 

On  leaving  them  we  gave  them  some 
encouragement  to  expect  another  visit, 
and  told  them  they  must  pray  to  God  to 
open  the  way  for  our  coming.  At  this 
proposal  they  seemed  overjoyed,  and 
said  they  would  pray  most  fervently, 
and  presented  a  kind  of  form,  and  asked 
if  that  would  be  suitable  on  such  a  sub- 
ject. They  were  deeply  anxious  we 
should  spend  the  night  with  them,  and 
would  not  consent  to  have  us  leave  till 
we  told  them  that  others  must  hear  as 
well  as  they.  To  which  they  replied, 
"  True,  we  want  them  all  to  hear,  and 
all  to  believe." 

We  made  some  other  interesting  calls 
on  our  return,  and  found  much  to  glad- 
den our  hearts,  and  encourage  the  iiope 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when 
church(;s  will  be  springing  up  upon  this 
beautiful  river,  and  extend  into  the  in- 
terior, till  this  wliole  land  shall  be  given 
to  the  Savior. 

We  reached  Rangoon  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  lOlh.  I'^ound  the  mission 
family  all  well,  and  br.  Webb  on  the 
eve  of  starting  for  Ava. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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LETTER  OF  MR.  MASON. 

The  following  letter  lias  been  kindly  fui- 
nislied  for  publication  by  the  brother  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  It  is  full  of  meaning,  and 
will  give,rise,  we  would  hope,  to  much  grave 
and  profitable  reflection. 

Tavoy,  Oct.  5,  1836. 
The  vast  waste  of  waters  that  rolls 
between  us  is  not  more  tiiiniiltuoiis 
than  society,  even  religious  society, 
seems  to  be  in  your  "  land  of  steady 
habits."  Now,  Masonry  and  Anfi-ma- 
sonry  shakes  the  whole  superstructure 
of  the  church;  then,  Now  Divinity  and 
Old  Divinity,  Colonization  and  Anti- 
colonization,  Slavery  and  Anti-slavery, 
Wine  question  and  Water  question, 
]{ihle  Society  and  Baplizo  follow  each 
other  in  rapid  succession,  like  Job's 
evil  messen;rers,  or  the  diseases  leap- 
ing out  of  Pandora's  box,  or  the  seven 
last  plagues.    Yon  seem  to  have  all 

turned   .     Nothing  is  popular 

that  is  not  pugnacious.  Every  thing 
has  to  win  its  place  on  the  breath  of  the 
public,  at  the  expense  of  a  deadly 
strife,  and  that,  too,  often  between 
brethren.  Temperance,  after  hard 
ing,  seems  destined  to  go  on  "con- 
(lucringand  to  conquer;"  "  seventh  com- 
matiduient  "  advocates  are  in  the  field, 
maintaining  a  dubious  contest;  while 
"  retrenchment  societies,"  judging  from 
the  periodicals,  are  "dead,  dead,  dead." 

"  'Tis  pleasant  through  the  loop-holes  of  re- 
treat 

To  peep  at  such  a  world;  to  see  the  stir 
Of  the  great  Balicl,  and  not  feel  the  crowd; 
To  hear  the  roar  she  sends  through  all  her 
gates, 

At  a  safe  distance,  where  the  dying  sound 
Falls  a  soft  murmur  on  the  uniiijured  ear." 

That  however  is  a  mere  selfish  pleas- 
ure. "My  heart  is  pniri'd  with  every 
day's  report,"  when  I  look  upon  the 
fields  while  for  harvest,  and  beholil  the 
hirvcsters  standing  in  idle  contention 
about  their  tools,  or  the  proper  mode  of 
operation,  to  tlie  neglect  of  the  com- 
mand, "  thrust  in  the  sickle  and  reap." 
And,  then,  how  little  is  exhibited  of  that 
■jyiv>,  which  "sufTerclh  long,  and  is 
Kind;  envir^th  not;  vauntelh  not  itself; 
H  not  puffed  up;  doth  not  behave  itself 
imseemly;  seekelh  not  her  own;  is  not 
rasily  provoked;  tbinketli  no  evil  ;  re- 
l')iceili  not  in  ini(|uity,  but  rcjoiceth  in 
the  truth  ;  bennMh  all  things,  hopclh  nil 
things,  endiireth  nil  thmgs  !  " 

The  world,  my  dear  brother,  never 
will,  never  can,  be  converted  the  way 
we  arc  going  on.  I  want  to  sec  the 
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church  aioake  ;  I  want  to  see  Christians 
absoihed  in  the  great  object  of  the 
world's  conversion  to  God — the  ivliote 
world.  I  am  utterly  amazed  to  see  oc- 
casional allusions  which  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  the  missionary's  ardor  may  be 
diminished,  when  he  reaches  heathen 
lands,  and  becomes  familiar  with  idola- 
try. Why,  the  fact  is,  we  come  out 
like  thirsty  men,  thirsting  for  the  con- 
version of  the  natives,  and  die  of  thirst 
because  they  are  not  converted.  I 
never  iiad  a  tenth  part  of  the  mission- 
ary spirit  at  home,  that  I  have  here. 
What  a  glorious,  soul-absorbing  sub- 
ject is  the  conversion  of  these  Burmans, 
and  Talings,  and  Siamese,  and  Shyans, 
and  Karens,  and  Kyens  to  Christianity. 
"My  soul  lungcth,  yea,  even  fainteth," 
for  this  consunnnation  "  so  devovlly  to 
be  wished."  We  have  eyes  to  see 
what  ought  to  be  done,  without  hands 
to  do  it.  We  see  that  the  church  has 
otily  to  come  in  the  name  of  the  God 
of  Hosts,  and  her  report  will  bo,  "  Veni, 
vidi,  vici."  There  is  moral  power 
enough  in  the  church  to  shake  the  pil- 
lars of  pandemonium  to  their  founda- 
tions, and  put  all  its  counsels  to  confu- 
sion, were  that  power  brought  to  bear 
on  the  legitimate  object  of  attack.  It 
is  too  late  for  skepticism  now.  The 
experiment  has  been  tried,  and  it  has 
been  fully  proved,  that  heathenism 
shrinks  before  "the  sword  of  the  Lord." 
She  luis  long  ago  ceased  to  come  to  the 
attack,  and  her  defences  are  mould- 
ering walls,  and  ivied  battlements, 
destined,  inevitably  destined,  to  fall 
whenever  the  churcli  "  mustereth  the 
host  of  the  battle." 

1  think  every  minister,  and  candidate 
for  the  ministry,  ought  to  feel  the  duty 
of  going  abroad  resting  upon  him  ;  and  if 
circinnstances  forbid  iiis  going,  then  he 
should  provide  a  substitute.  Have  you 
sent  your  substitute  yet  ? 

Pray  for  us,  njy  dear  brother.  I  have 
little  time  for  writing  letters,  but  could 
allow  yours  to  lie  unanswered  no  long- 
er. 

"  (lod  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us; 
Cause  his  face  to  sliinr  upon  ns ; 
That  lliy  way  may  lir  known  upon  earth. 
Thy  valval  Ion  aiM<ing  all  nations. 

Iji  l  the  people  praise  Thi'c,  O  God! 

I,ct  all  the  people  prnisi!  'I'hee. 
t)  lot  (he  naliiuiH  be  glad,  and  King  for  joy  ; 
I'lir  Thou  Hhalt  ju'lgi!  the  people  righteouiily, 
And  govern  the  natloim  upon  earth. 

l.el  lllc!  people  praise  'I'lice,  O  (iod! 

I.rt  all  the  pefiple  praiior  'I'hee. 
The  earth  shall  yield  her  increase; 
(iod,  oin'  (iod,  Hliall  bless  us; 
God  nIuiII  bless  ns, 

Anfl  all  the  rndt  of  Iht  earth  (hall  fear  liiin." 
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JOURNAL  OF   MR.  SHCCK. 
(Continued  from  p.  176.) 
Passage  to  Macao —  Visit  to  Canton. 

Monday,  the  29th  of  August,  183G,  we 
embarked  at  Singapore  tor  China,  in 
the  British  ship  Leighton,  Capt.  Wade. 
On  board,  and  as  our  follow  passengers, 
were  twenty  Chinamen,  wlio,  like  the  rest 
of  mankind,  thinking  home  the  sweetest 
spot  on  earth,  were  anxious  to  tread 
again  the  soil  of  thsir  native  land. 
Among  the  twenty  were  eight  from  the 
island  of  Hainan.  These  had  been  cap- 
tured by  Malay  pirates  near  the  Penin- 
sula, who  murdered  twelve  of  their 
company,  robbed  and  set  fire  to  their 
junk,  and  took  the  remaining  eight  as 
slaves  for  life.  They  had,  however,  just 
been  rescued  by  a  British  man-of-war, 
but  had  lost  all  their  money  and  clothes, 
and  their  long  cues,  (the  glory  of  the 
Chinese,)  besides  receiving  many 
wounds  not  yet  healed.  Capt.  Wade 
afforded  them  a  gratuitous  passage  to 
China — a  thing  which  none  of  their  more 
fortunate  countrymen  could  be  prevail- 
ed on  to  do.  There  were  between  fifty 
and  sixty  persons  aboard,  and  I  had  the 
pleasure,  either  by  public  preaching,con- 
versation,  or  books,  of  recommending 
to  all  repeatedly  during  the  voyage,  tlie 
pardoning  offers  of  the  adored  Savior. 

After  a  delightful  passage  of  eighteen 
days,  and  without  any  remarkable  oc- 
currence, we  hove  in  sight  of  the  main 
land  of  the  "  Celestial  Empire,"  the 
"  middle  kingdom,"  tlio  "  flowery  na- 
tion," as  the  Cliinesc  call  their  country  ; 
and,  favored  with  a  fine  breeze,  while 
the  sun  shone  in  all  his  splendor,  gazed 
with  excited  interest  on  the  romantic 
hills  and  fertile  valleys  that  were  open- 
ing every  where  before  us.  As  soon  as 
the  ship  anchored  in  Macao  Roads,  we 
went  ashore,  and  were  immediately  wel- 
comed by  the  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gutz- 
laff,  into  the  bosom  of  their  kind  ftimily. 
Mr.  Gut/.laff  is  at  present  cxlcnsiveiy 
engaged  in  writing  Christian  books  in 
the  Chinese  language,  and  also,  holds 
tlie  office  of  Chinese  interpreter  under 
the  British  Government.  Mrs.  Gutzlaff 
has  a  school  of  Chinese  children. 

Sept.  Alter  seeing  Mrs.  Shuck 
comfortably  situated,  I  embarked  at 
four  o'clock  to-day  on  board  an  ]''uropc- 
an  passage-boat  for  Canton,  in  com])any 
with  six  otiicr  passengers,  among  whom 
were  the  Rev.  J)r,  Parker,  Mr.  J.R.  Mor- 
rison, (son  of  the  liili;  Dr.  M.,)  and  an 
American  gentleman,  merchant  of  Can- 


ton. Before  leaving  the  shore,  howev- 
er, our  trunks  were  examined  by  the 
Ciiinese  mandarins.  The  Chinese 
have,  at  Macao,  public  officers  and  a 
custom-house,  and  consider  the  place 
as  their  own,  but  permit  the  Portuguese 
and  other  "  barbarians,"  such  as  tiie 
English  and  Americans,  to  reside  tiiere, 
provided  they  do  not  "  create  a  disturb- 
ance." Tiie  Portuguese  have  a  govern- 
or, sent  from  Portugal,  a  custom-house, 
about  2.50  soldiers,  and  five  or  six  forts 
mounted  with  guns  of  different  calibre 
and  metal.  Formerly,  foreigners  went 
from  Macao  to  Canton  in  Chinese 
boats,  and  were  sometimes  defrauded 
out  of  $400  in  one  trip.  They  made 
repeated  rcqtiests  to  the  provincial  au- 
thorities for  redress,  but  to  no  purpose. 
At  length  they  forced  their  way  through 
the  forbidden  gates  of  the  city,  and  de- 
manded redress,  which  was  immediately 
and  satisfactorily  granted.  At  present 
there  are  six  comfortable  European 
schooners,  or  cutters,  one  of  which 
leaves  Macao  every  day  for  Canton, 
taking  passengers  at  SJO  each.  The 
weather  was  cool  and  pleasant,  and  the 
wind  being  favorable  we  arrived  after 
two  hours'  sail  at  Kumsingmoon,  an  ex- 
cellent place  of  anchorage,  where  there 
are  about  thirty  vessels  now  at  anchor, 
and  among  the  number  many  from  the 
United  Slates.  Here  we  remained  one 
hour,  changing  the  mail,  &c. 

27.  At  daylight  this  morning  we 
passed  through  what  is  called  "  The 
Bogue."  It  is  a  narrow  passage  in  the 
river,  and  guarded  by  five  or  six  large, 
but  ill-constructed  forts.  Two  British 
frigates  passed  through  here  a  year  or 
two  ago,  but  received  scarcely  any 
damage,  althongii  every  fort  was  in  full 
operation  against  them,  and  a  rifle-shot 
would  reach  from  one  side  of  the  pas- 
sage to  the  other.  The  frigates  batter- 
ed the  forts  considerably,  and  killed 
seven  Chinese  soldiers.  This  circum- 
stance, M-hich  is  familiarly  called  the 
"  Battle  of  the  Bogue,"  took  place  at 
the  time  the  representative  of  the  king 
of  Great  Hritain,  (Lord  Napier,)  was 
treated  with  so  much  indignity  by  the 
Chiue.«e  local  authorities.  At  Wham 
poa,  which  is  twelve  miles  from  Canton, 
we  arrived  at  seven  o'clock,  A.  M. 
Ships  can  proceed  no  farther  up  the 
river  than  Wliampoa,  owing  to  the  shal- 
lowne.-is  of  the  water;  and  liere  were 
anchored  about  forty,  some  of  which 
wore  of  fourteen  lunulred  tons  burden. 
Tlu!  land  on  either  side  of  the  river,  is 
under  a  high  stale  of  cultivation,  to  the 
very  water's  edge,  llio  banks  being 
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adorned  with  liclien,  orange,  plantain, 
and  other  delicious  fruit  trees.  The 
scenery  on  every  side  is  most  delightful. 
The  spiritual  condition  of  the  people, 
however,  is  too  manifest  in  the  tall  but 
•vvell-proportioned  pagodas,  rearing  their 
idolatrous  sjiires  toward  the  throne  of 
riini  who  has  said.  Thou  shall  have  no 
other  Gods  hifore  me. 

Between  W'hampoa  and  Canton  there 
are  several  forts.  The  first  we  reached, 
is  called  "lio«([ua's  Folly,"  which  was 
built  under  the  inspection  of  a  hong 
merchant  of  that  name,  but  being  con- 
structed in  such  a  way  as  to  be  almost 
useless,  he  was  made  to  bear  the  whole 
expense  of  its  erection,  and  hence  it 
received  the  above  appellation.  Not 
far  from  this,  and  nearer  the  city,  is  a 
new  one  built  since  the  battle  of  the 
Bogue,  on  a  more  improved  plan.  There 
arc  two  otiicrs,  quite  near  ihe  city,  one 
of  which  is  called  the  "  French  Folly," 
and  the  other  the  "  Dutch  Folly,"  having 
been  built  by  these  nations.  It  is  said 
that  the  Dutch  received  permission  from 
the  Chinese  to  bnild  a  hospital,  and  in 
place  of  it  built  a  fort ;  but  the  Chinese 
discovered  the  trick  when  the  guns 
were  being  put  in,  and  took  it  from 
them.  The  Chinese  say  that  foreign 
sailors,  fire-arms,  and  foreign  females, 
ore  the  great  exciters  of  all  "  disturhati- 
ces,"  and  therefore  they  arc  forbidden 
to  enter  their  confines. 

For  many  miles  down,  the  river  is 
alive  with  boats,  but  so  very  thick  are 
they  near  the  city,  that  with  difficulty 
a  passage  can  be  made  through  them. 
Many  war  junks,  of  awkward  construc- 
tion and  unwieldy  bulk,  but  gaudily 
l)ainted,  also  lay  near  this  mighty  em- 
porium. 

At  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  anchored 
in  the  river,  opposite  the  foreign  fac- 
tories, (or  store  houses,)  and  were  judled 
ashore  by  (Jhincso  females,  in  boats 
ipiite  similar  in  shape  to  an  egg.  With 
the  utmost  ntlection  I  received  from  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Bridgman  and  Steven.s, 
the  right  hniid  of  fellowship  as  an  associ- 
ate laborer.  They  had  both  previously 
written,  giving  mo  their  hearty  wel- 
come, on  hearing  of  my  arrival  at 
Macao.  Alb-r  u  pU-asant  interview 
with  them,  I  railed,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Stevens,  on  Mr.  Snow,  the  United  States 
Consul,  and  several  other  American 
gentlemen,  whoso  politeness,  together 
with  tliu  brotherly  kindness  of  the  mid- 
lionaricB,  almost  made  mc  fancy  my- 
fceff  for  a  moment  itniid  the  scent  s  of 
my  native  Iniul. 

The  resident  foreigners  ot  Canton 
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generally  keep  small  neat  boats,  for 
recreation  and  exercise,  when  the  work 
of  the  day  is  over,  and  this  evening  I 
accompanied  Dr.  Parker  and  Mr. 
Stevens  a  short  distance  up  the  river, 
but  could  neither  row  nor  steer,  for 
gazing  at  the  astonishing  number  of 
boats.  There  are  said  to  be  84,000 
of  them  floating  before  the  city,  which 
constitute  the  only  home,  and  the  only 
property,  of  their  respective  occujjants. 
It  was  quite  dark  when  wc  returned, 
and  the  Chinese,  as  is  their  idolatrous 
custom,  had  lighted  incense-sticks  stuck 
tip  at  the  sides  of  their  boats,  and  at 
the  doors  of  their  dwellings.  This  is  the 
height  of  the  Chinese  feast  of  lanterns, 
and  middle  autumn.  Lighted  lanterns 
of  many  colors,  and  flowing  streamers, 
are  raised  on  long  bamboo  poles  all 
over  the  city,  presenting  a  striking  and 
singular  appearance.  Wherever  the 
e3'e  turns,  it  meets  with  sad  demon- 
strations that  this  mighty  city  is  wholly 
given  to  idolatry  ;  and  one  cannot  but 
experience  those  stirrings  of  spirit 
spoken  of  by  Paul,  while  contemplating 
the  condition  and  awful  destiny  of  these 
immortal  myriads. 

The  streets  swarm  with  beggars, 
blind  and  lame,  young  and  old,  male 
and  female— some  of  them  objects  of 
squalid  wretchedness.  They  meet  with 
a  cold  reception  from  their  country- 
men. During  my  whole  stay  in 
Canton,  I  saw  but  one  cas/r'  given  to  a 
bejrgfir  by  a  Chinaman,  and  that  was 
rather  an  extortion  than  a  gifl,  for  beg- 
gars, aware  that  the  tender  mercies  of 
their  fellow-heathen  are  cruel,  carry 
with  them  two  dry  bamboo  sticks,  which 
they  continue  to  strike  together  when 
they  enter  a  house,  making  such  a  disa- 
greeable and  deal(;niiig  noise,  that  the 
occupants  spitefully  throw  them  a  casii, 
to  get  clear  of  them. 

yiJ.  To-day  I  had  the  pleasure  of  at- 
tending n  meeting  of  the  Morrison ian 
Institution.  It  is  supported  by  the  mis- 
sionaries and  a  large  majority , of  the 
most  respectable  foreign  merchants  in 
Canton.  The  main  object  of  the  institu- 
tion, is  the  education  of  native  Chinese 
children,  cither  in  C'hina,  Kurope,  or 
Amerirn.  The  funds  at  present  amount 
to  nearly  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  op- 
erations will  soon  commence,  should  a 
kind  Providence  favor.  'J'he  Chinese 
sy.Htem  of  education  is  most  meagre  as 
well  as  discouraging,  anil  they  need 
throughout  n  literature  entirely  new. 

In  the  ufternoon,  in  company  with 
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Mr.  J.  R.  Morrison,  had  a  pleasant  walk 
on  the  lloiian  side  of  the  river  from 
Canton.  Ilonan  is  quite  a  large  and 
beautiful  island,  and  contains  part  of 
the  city.  Amonor  the  strange  places 
we  passed  was  a  nunnery,  where  we 
saw  ten  or  a  dozen  young  and  well- 
dressed  nuns,  standing  at  the  door. 
These  deluded  creatures,  like  the 
priests  shave  all  the  hair  from  the  head. 
We  walked  for  a  mile  or  two  through 
highly  cultivated  gardens,  and  arrived  at 
a  temple  where  the  peojile,  who  were  all 
eating,  received  us  kindly  and  present- 
ed us  tea.  All  Chinese  temples  are 
alike,  and  very  simple  in  their  construc- 
tion. Tliey  generally  consist  of  sever- 
al rooms,  the  largest  of  which  contains 
their  gods  of"  wood  and  stone,"  before 
whose  ugly  faces  a  lamp  is  kept  burn- 
ing, with  a  few  jars  of  sand  or  ashes, 
and  a  table.  The  lamp  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lighting  their  incense  sticks, 
and  the  jars  for  sticking  them  into, 
when  lighted,  as  it  would  be  too  much 
trouble  to  hold  them  themselves;  while 
t!ie  table  is  designed  to  receive  the  of- 
ferings of  worshippers.  I  have  always 
observed,  however,  in  every  temple  in 
which  I  have  been,  that  the  lamp  is 
used  more  for  lighting  their  pipes,  and 
the  table  for  tea  for  their  own  use,  than 
for  anything  else.  The  Chinese  do  not, 
as  do  the  Mahomcdans,  exclude  females 
from  their  temples;  yet  a  female  is  very 
seldom  seen  there. 

On  tills  island  some  of  the  hong  mer- 
chants have  large  and  splendid  posses- 
sions. The  hong  merchants  consist  of 
twelve  individuals,  appointed  by  the 
Government,  to  trade  with  foreigners. 
Many  other  individuals,  however,  drive 
a  brisk  and  extensive  foreign  trade. 
These  are  called  "out-side  merchants," 
and  like  tin;  hong  merchants,  speak  a 
miserable  jargon  of  broken  English. 
Probably  more  than  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  go  through  the  hands  of  the 
hong  merchants  annually. 

30.  Last  night  I  went  with  Mr. 
Bridgman  through  quite  a  number  of 
crowded  streets,  and  we  were  assailed 
on  every  side  by  the  opprobrious  term, 
"fau  kivi,"  which  means  "  /brc/i^n  devil." 
The  ("hinese,  when  spcaldns;  of  foreign- 
ers, use  the  term  "  fiui  kivi,"  and  when 
wrilinfr  of  them,  they  use  the  contempt- 
uous epithet  E  barbarian,  which  term 
always  denotes  inferiority.  At  any 
time,  however,  when  they  think  there 
is  any  chance  of  draining  your  pockets, 
they  <  nx\  use  the  Kmnothesl  words,  and 
the  utniosl  suavity  of  niMuners. 

All  the  streets  of  Canton  are  rcmark- 
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ably  narrow,  some  of  them  being  scarce- 
ly wide  enough  to  admit  three  persons 
to  walk  abreast.  VVe  passed  through 
one  called  by  foreigners.  Physic  street, 
in  consecpience  of  there  being  a  great 
number  of  Apothecaries'  shops  in  it.  It 
was  illuminated  in  the  most  brilliant  and 
striking  manner.  The  festival  now  in 
progress  in  the  city,  is  celebrated  in 
one  street  at  a  time,  and  when  the  peo- 
ple there  are  tired  of  it,  they  commence 
It  in  another.  At  present  it  is  in  Phys- 
ic street,  which  was  illuminated  last 
night  in  a  manner  that  surpassed  any 
thing  of  the  kind  I  had  ever  before 
seen.  The  lamps  and  their  ornaments 
were  of  glass.  Also,  arranged  on  boards 
placed  across  the  street,  about  ten  feet 
from  the  pavement,  with  intermediate 
spaces  of  about  thirty  feet,  were  well- 
proportioned  figures,  about  three  feet 
higli,  representing  native  males  and 
females  in  the  various  occujjations  of 
Chinese  social  and  domestic  lii'e.  The 
figures  most  strikingly  resembled 
their  originals.  The  Chinese  possess 
scarcely  any  genius  whatever  for  nit'cji- 
t'lon,  but  at  imitation  tliey  not  unfre- 
quently  display  an  admirable  taste. 

Oct.  1.  A  lascar  [native  sailor  from 
Hindostan]  lias  been  lately  brought  to 
Canton  from  Fuhkeen  province.  He 
went  ashore  from  some  trading  vessel 
to  obtain  water,  and  was  caught  by  the 
Chinese,  who  sent  him  to  Canton,  but 
was  treated  kindly  all  the  time  he  was 
with  them.  Had  I  tiic  language,  it 
would  be  but  a  very  short  period,  the 
Lord  favoring,  before  I  should  give  them 
an  ojiportunily  of  treating  me  similarly. 
What  advantages  would  thus  he  atford- 
ed  to  the  missionary,  of  preaching  the 
gospel  to  the  thousands  among  whom 
he  would  pass  in  the  day  or  stop  at 
night!  A  few  years  back  scarcely  a 
single  foreign  vessel  went  up  the  north- 
east coast  to  trade,  and  now  there  are 
annually  eight  or  ten;  which  will  prob- 
ably be  the  means,  under  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, of  opening  the  country  more  ful- 
ly to  Christian  enterprise.  Several 
memorials  from  respectable  natives 
have  lately  been  sent  up  to  the  Emper- 
or, praying  him  to  legalize  the  importa- 
tlini  of  opium,  staling  that  the  people 
are  determined  to  have  the  drug  under 
any  circumstances  or  risks.  If  the  min- 
isters of  righteousness  were  as  '/ealous 
as  the  priests  of  mammon,  the  Chinese 
would  probably  come  to  a  similar  con- 
clusion with  regard  to  the  gospel. 

.Mler  agreeably  sijcndiug  ten  days  in 
r'anton,  and  seeing  many  things  which 
I  need  not  iicrc  detail,  I  took  leave  of 
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tlie  kind  bretlircn  there,  being'  anxious 
to  return  to  tlie  bosom  of  my  family. 
On  the  S;ibbatli  I  was  in  Canton,  I  }iad 
the  privilege  of  preaching'  to  an  au- 
dience composed  of  sixty  or  seventy 
Europeans  and  Americans.  I  soon  ar- 
rived at  Macao,  and  ■we  now  occupy  a 
comfortable  house,  are  in  good  health, 
have  an  excellent  teacher,  and  are  pro- 
gressing in  the  acquisition  of  the  lan- 
guage more  encouragingly  than  at  any 
previous  time  since  we  commenced  it. 
Mrs.  Shuck  lias  commenced  teaching 
some  Chinese  children  on  a  small  scale, 
but  is  much  in  need  of  elementary  books 
in  the  English  language.  She  can  ob- 
tain as  many  children  as  she  wishc.«. 
She  lias  now  one  little  Chinese  boy, 
who  makes  rapid  progress  in  the  Eng- 
lish. He  will  be  supported  by  the 
young  Men's  For.  Mis.  Soc.  of  the  Bap. 
church  in  Portsmouth,  Va.  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hume, 
as  we  have  received  a  written  promise 
to  that  effect.  Are  there  no  more 
young  men  who  will  do  likewise 

Mrs.  Shuck  also  repeatedly  visits  the 
surrounding  villages,  going  from  house 
to  house. 
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f;\TRAt'T3  FROMALETTKR  OF  IMK.  LOVE, 
DATED  PATRA3,  FEB.  2,  1837. 

Feasts,  fye.  of  the  Greek  Churcit — Condi- 
tion ofllie  people,  moral  and  intcllcelual. 

Were  you  to  ask  a  Greek,  what 
business  he  made  his  chief  concern  in 
life,  he  would  doubtless  tell  you,  his 
re/igiort. 

In  thin  city  there  are  seven  churches, 
and  about  tliirty  priests;  six  or  eigiit 
of  whom  are  of  that  order,  which  re- 
quires i)erpelual  celibacy. 

In  honor  of  the  sainis,  the  Savior, 
and  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  each  year 
ninety-two  days  are  allotted  to  feasts, 
and  about  two  hundred  to  fasts.  On 
the  morninif  of  the  feast,  they  have 
service  at  church.  It  commences  very 
early  :  so  far  as  we  huvo  observed,  the 
bells  have  rung  either  a  little  before 
daylight,  or  about  one  o'clock  at  ni^ht. 
There  is  another  .si-rvice  in  tho  after- 
noon. At  church  there  is  great  atten- 
tion given.  No  aeats  to  sit.  All  stand 
facing  the  priest;— and  no  one  is  ever 
■I'en  to  bo  drow.sy.  Three  mile.s  dis- 
mt  from  this,  there  is  a  numastery. 
1 1  now  contains,  however,  but  three 
monks. 

The  priests,  it  would  seem,  ppend 


most  of  their  time  in  visiting  the  peo- 
ple :  we  scarcely  ever  walk  out  without 
meeting  more  or  less  of  them.  They  are 
known  by  their  gowns,  and  long  beard. 
The  day  previous  to  some  of  the  great 
feasts,  they  visit  every  house,  to  sancti- 
fy the  people  for  tlie  approaching  festi- 
val. Before  the  Epiphany  we  had  oc- 
casion accidentally  to  witness  the  cer- 
emony. The  priest  enters  the  house, 
chanting,  or  humming  in  a  high,  but 
rather  feeble,  and  not  very  audible 
tone,  bearing  a  small  cross  before  him, 
and  a  bowl  of  water  in  his  hand.  The 
cross  is  presented  to  the  lips  of  the  indi- 
vidual receiving  the  ceremony,  while  the 
priest  at  the  same  time  dips  a  green  herb 
into  the  bowl,  and  then  sprinkles  a  dash 
of  water  from  the  herb  upon  the  individ- 
ual's forehead.  This  water  is  consider- 
ed to  be  peculiarly  holy,  as  the  priest, 
on  the  previous  morning,  or  evening, 
has  taken  it  to  the  church,  and  conse- 
crated it  there  with  his  prayers. 

'J'he  fasts  are  frequently  observed 
with  great  austerity.  Some  of  them 
are  forty  days  or  more  in  length,  during 
which  time  they  abstain  from  eating  the 
ilesli  of  all  animals  which  they  suppose 
to  have  blood;  sometimes  eating  fish, 
at  others  abstaining  from  all  fish  which 
have  scales,  and  again  eating  nothing 
but  bread  and  some  kind  of  herbs.  The 
Lord's-day,  however,  is  always  a  feast 
day,  and  the  austerity  of  the  fast,  there- 
fore, is  greatly  relaxed.  It  would  seem, 
from  appearances,  that  the  practices  of 
different  individuals  on  that  day,  arc 
different,  in  respect  to  meals  and  drinks. 

Such,  in  connection  with  confessions 
to  pri<;sts,  absolutions,  the  mysteries  of 
the  church,  &c.,  are  the  means  which 
the  Greek  uses,  for  the  salvation  of  his 
soul.  Every  day's  observation  convin- 
ces us,  more  and  more,  that  the  Greeks, 
as  a  people,  are  at  a  very  far  remove 
from  moral  light.  The  church  service 
is  in  the  ancient  langiianre,  which  few, 
very  few,  who  attend  church,  under- 
stand. Tlie  priests,  generally,  arc  said 
to  he  ignorant.  I  suppose  there  arc 
some  exceptions.  These  of  course 
would  be  the  higher  orders.  These 
lead  a  single  life. 

The  people  %vould,  nevertheless,  bo 
blessed  to  a  ^reat,  a  very  great  degree 
with  the  means  of  religious  knowledge, 
had  they  the  Scriptures  in  th<'ir  houses. 
I'ut  this  is  not  the  case.  Wo  are  assured 
by  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  wo 
have  every  reason  to  believe  knows, 
that  there  are  not  one  hundred  co])ii'.s 
of  the  New  Teslamcnl  in  I'atrns;  and 
of  the  Pentateuch,  the  only  part  of  the 
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translation  of  the  Old  Testament  yet 
published,  not  twenty  copies.  What  else 
can  there  be  here,  but  moral  darkness. 

But  we  have  much  reason  to  hope, 
that  the  dawn  of  a  better  day  appears. 
Some  advantages  are  now  being  enjoy- 
ed for  mental  improvement.  The  two 
Government  schools  of  this  city  contain 
three  hundred  larls.  This  by  no  means 
includes  all  the  lads  of  the  place ;  but 
the  number  of  inhabitants  who  are  un- 
able to  read,  is  certainly  diminishing. 
Government,  however,  makes  no  provi- 
sion for  the  instruction  of  females. 
The  girls'  school,  supported  by  private 
individuals,  and  the  only  one  of  the 
place,  contains  fifty  scholars.  They 
are  taught  to  read  and  write,  together 
with  needle-work.  The  people  arc  very 
anxious  to  have  their  children  taught, 
and  the  children  are  very  anxious  to 
learn. 

The  state  of  things,  so  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  learn,  growing  out  of  the 
late  disturbances  at  Syra,  affords  mat- 
ter for  encouragement.  The  prime 
mover  of  those  disturbances,  was  a  cer- 
tain priest.  Government  has  instituted 
an  examination  into  the  affair,  and  the 
priest  has  been  condemned  and  banish- 
ed. He  is  now  locked  np  on  some  one 
of  the  islands,  where  he  must  stay  for  a 
time.  He  was  convicted  of  intrigue 
with  the  Russians.  It  is  said  that  the 
people  who  were  engaged  in  the  riot, 
are  ashamed  of  themselves,  at  least 
many  are  ashamed  for  them. 

In  Greece  there  is  much  independ- 
ence of  mind,  especially  among  the 
higher  class  of  citizens. 

Freedom  of  speech,  and  of  the  press — Re- 
ligious toleration. 

Men  and  measures  are  discussed  as 
freely  as  in  the  United  States.  Whoever 
does  wrong,  it  matters  not  how  high  the 
authority,  in  church  or  in  state,  is  not 
spared.  There  are  four  i)apers  in 
Greece  opposed  to  the  Government,  and 
every  species  of  oppression  whatever. 
These  papers  are  all  at  Athens.  Two 
of  them  are  semi-weekly,  and  in  respect 
to  editorial  reputation,  arc  considered 
the  first  in  Greece.  Not  long  since,  the 
measures  of  Government  were  so  se- 
verely censured  by  one  of  them,  that 
the  editor  was  fined  a  very  large  sinii. 
lie  ajjpcaled  to  the  Court  ol'  Areopa- 
gus, and  trained  his  cause  against  the 
Slate.  This  court  is  the  highest  of  any 
in  the  kingdom.    It  has  live  Judges. 

if  one  distributes  books  in  (ireeco, 
lie  must  gel  permission  from  the  j)ropcr 
aulhorilicb.  Or,  if  he  proposes  to  teach, 


lie  must  obtain  a  like  permission.  In 
order  to  ascertain  what  privileges  we 
might  expect,  we  have  presented  to  the 
Executive  Government  of  Achaia,  two 
petitions,  drawn  up  for  ns  by  a  gentle- 
man who  has  showed  himself  a  very 
warm  friend,  and  we  doubt  not,  sincerely 
— Dr.  Maniake. 

The  first  of  these  petitions  whs  for  liberty 
to  distribute  copies  of  the  Greek  Scriptures, 
and  was  granted.  The  second,  requesting 
leave  to  "  prosecute  the  teacher's  profession," 
was  referred  to  the  General  Government  at 
Athens,  and  would  receive,  it  was  said,  an 
early  answer. 

The  letter  proceeds. 

The  grant  for  the  distribution  of  the 
Scriptures  specifies  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  is  limited  to  two  editions, 
(Lend,  etc.)  These  were  the  examples 
we  sent. 

In  Greece  it  is  lawful  for  publishers 
of  books  to  circulate  their  own  works 
without  permission,  and  both  publishers 
and  printer  are  held  responsible  for  the 
character  of  the  publications.  The 
creed  of  the  Greek  church  is  orthodox. 
We  think  that  translations  of  Sunday 
school  books  and  tracts  might  be  circu- 
lated without  molestation.  By  the  peo- 
ple, we  think,  they  would  be  grate- 
fully received.  We  shall  be  able  to 
commence  the  work  of  translation,  now, 
very  soon. 

Shall  we  be  permitted  to  preach  in 
Patras  ?  This  is  a  question  which  wc 
cannot  answer  at  present.  As  yet, 
however,  we  have  seen  nothing  to  hinder 
personal  conversation  on  the  subject 
of  religion,  except  our  inability  to  speak 
the  language.  A  letter  just  received 
from  Rev.  Mr.  Riggs,  at  Argos,  gives 
us  the  following  information,  touching 
this  subject,  lie  says,  after  having 
spoken  of  the  schools,  Our  pupils  have 
from  the  beginning  learned  a  daily  les- 
son in  the  Scriptures,  and  the  lessons 
ol'thc  week  have  constituted  the  foun- 
dation for  instructions  on  the  Sabbath. 
Other  lessons  are  also  learned  for  the 
Sabbath  schools,  chiolly  taken  from  the 
Scri|)tures.  On  Sabbath  atlernoon  we 
have  a  Bible  class,  consisting  of"  the  old- 
er girls  of  the  school.  Hoth  the  Sunday 
sc'hool  and  the  Bible  class  tire  o])on  to 
all  who  choose  to  attend,  and  the  parents 
ol'thc  girls  occasionally  attend,  though 
not  more  than  throe  or  fotu"  at  a 
time."  Ho  also  says,  "I  think  the  de- 
mand for  the  Scriptiu-os  and  some  other 
of  our  publications  is  increasing.  1  may 
say  the  same  of  opportunities  for  private 


Extracts  from  a  Letter  of  Mr.  Love. 
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conversation  respecting  tlie  tliino-s 
which  pertain  to  the  kingdom  of  God." 
There  is  much  ground  for  hope  that  we 
shall  lie  able  to  operate  directly  on  the 
moral  condition  of  tiiis  people.  It  is  a 
valley  full  of  venj  dry  bones.  Our  <rreat 
d<  sire  is,  that  we  may  proclaim  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified.  When  we 
look  upon  these  thronged  streets,  and 
reflect  that  these  souls  are  liastening 
away  to  the  judgment  unprepared, 
the  vvord  is  as  fire  shut  up  in  our  bones  ; 
the  love  of  Jesus  constrains  us,  and 
we  often  feel  that  we  must  preach.  In 
our  attempts  to  elevate  the  moral  con- 
dition of  the  people,  we  shall  have  to 
meet  the  opposition  of  priests  at  every 
step.  This  is  what  we  expected,  and 
for  this,  the  grace  of  God  sustaining  us, 
we  hope  wo  arc  prepared.  The  prom- 
ises encourage  us.  The  Lord,  wo  trust, 
is  on  our  side,  and  we  believe  that  He 
has  much  people  in  this  city. 

Temperature  at  Patras. 

The  following  table  will  give  the 
temperature  of  the  weather  in  Patras, 
durintr  the  month  of  Jan.  (O.  S.  from 
])ec.  20  to  Jan.  20,)  1837.  The  morn- 
ing temperature  was  observed  about 
sunrise,  the  middle  of  the  day  about  one 
or  two,  P.  M.,  evening  about  nine. 


Sun. 

Hon. 

Tues. 

■Wed. 

Thurs. 

Frid. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

TucH. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Frid. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

TucB. 

Wed. 

ThuFH. 

Frid. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tuei. 

Wed. 

Tliuid. 

Frid. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tucs. 


Remarks. 


8 
9 

29  lol 
JO  U 
31  12 
1,13 
214 
8  15 
4  1(> 
5171 

6  IH't 

7  Ml  . 

8  20 
921 

10  22, 

11  2:)  ' 

12  24 
i:{2.-i 
I  t  20 
l.'j27 

16  28 

17  29| 
IK  :!0 
19  .il 


45  55' 50  Thunder  sliowcrs. 

I2'55  50  Clear. 

1-1  5()  .50  Clear — eve  cloudy. 

4S'():5  42  Clear. 

12  G(i  48  Clear. 

15  G2  SllClcar. 

!52  62  55  'cloudy— eve  clear. 
I9  (il  52  Clear. 
')'.',  55  52  Clear — eve  showery. 
52,58  54  Clear. 
.50|67|55, Clear. 
47  60|55^|Clcar — eve  rainy. 

56  65  58  Showery — eve  clear. 
5.-j'72  62  ;ciear. 
56  65  57  Clear. 
.56  62  62  Clear — eve  rainy. 
55  07  55  Clear. 
5C!74  60  ^Clear— eve  thiimlrr- 

I  i|  [uliower. 
51 '65  55  C'Icar. 

50  72  55  Clear. 

51  (16  55  Cl.  iir. 
'.52  72  55  Clear. 
1.55  67  5:i  Clear. 
156  67  58  Clear. 


,56  (i«  58  Clear 
!54  64  64ilcl 


We  may  be  permitted,  perhaps,  to 
make  a  few  suggestions  in  respect  to 

Future  Operations. 

First.  A  press,  we  think,  will  be  al- 
most indispensable  to  the  success  of  the 
mission. 

1.  The  people  must  have  the  scrip- 
tures. 

2.  They  are,  especially  the  priests, 
very  jealous  of  the  living  religious 
teacher ;  access,  therefore,  m  this  way 
will  be  very  difiicult. 

3.  We  think  that  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  publishing,  and  circulating 
American  Sunday  school  books,  and 
evangelical  tracts,  to  almost  any  e.xtent. 

4.  The  desire  for  reading  is  so 
great,  that  the  people,  if  they  had  books, 
ivould  road. 

5.  The  books  would  find  access  to 
their  hearts,  and  prepare  the  way  for 
the  living  instructor.  We  have  read 
and  explained  the  Memoir  of  Mary 
Lothrop  to  the  Greek  boy  who  lives 
with  us.  It  is  truly  surprising  to  sec 
the  effect  it  has  produced.  We  have 
been  led  to  hope,  at  times,  that  he  is 
indeed  a  sincere  inquirer.  In  his  out- 
ward conduct  there  is  a  very  great 
change.  •  , 

G.  School  books  must  be  had  before 
much  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  in- 
struction. The  elementary  books  in 
Modern  Greek  are  the  Alphabelarion, 
and  four  or  five  primers  of  grammar, 
geography,  arithmetic,  etc.  There 
may  be  more.  But  these  are  all  that 
we  have  any  knowledge  of ;  and  there 
is  nothing  like  a  general  supply  of  those 
in  this  city.  What  books  the  mission- 
aries at  Athens,  Syra,  and  Argos,  have, 
we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn. 

Second.  There  is  needed  here  a  great 
ainoimt  of  relii^iovs  common  srhoid  in- 
slruclion,  specially  for  fi'mnlo  ciiildrcn. 
We  cannot  but  regard  the  destitution  of 
books,  and  of  inst  ruction,  as  a  favorable 
token  of  our  Ilcaveidy  Father.  Il  is 
doubtless  designed  to  bring  this  mass  of 
children  and  youth  under  the  pious  in- 
fluence of  the  missionary,  as  well  as  to 
aflord  access  to  the  parents.  This  de- 
partment of  missionary  labor,  especially 
that  of  teaching  the  girls,  in  this  conn- 
try,  must  ho  occu[)ie(l  by  the  pious  fe- 
male. Nor,  in  performing  this  labor, 
is  she  compelled  to  go  to  a  savage  peo- 
ple, like  llint  of  the  aborigines  of 
America.  She  is  called  to  labor  among 
n  people  as  tndy  kind,  and  had  they  re- 
ligion, as  truly  agreeable,  as  those  of 
our  own  (•(nintry  ;  at  least,  a  circle  of 
such  is  to  be  toiiiid. 
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Third.  There  are  needed  here  two 
high  schools,  one  for  males,  and  one  for 
females.  To  learn  to  rniienrpe  verba- 
tim, pag-o  alter  pajre  of  Homer,  etc.,  is 
not  tliat  kind  of  mental  training,  adapt- 
ed for  the  production  of  the  results, 
which  the  intellectual  and  moral  con- 
dition of  this  people  demands. 


Tiirongli  the  hles.=ing  of  our  Heaven- 
ly Father,  we  are  all  in  good  liealth.  As 
for  iiic,  my  health  never  teas  better. 
When  we  "remcnibprali  the  way  whicli 
the  Lord  our  God  hath  led  us,"  we  can- 
not but  exclaim, 

"  What  sliall  we  render  to  the  Lord, 
For  all  his  kindness  shown  ■?  " 


Donations  from  July  l.'i  to  August  15,  1837. 

Richmond,  Va.,  African  Miss.  Soc,  for  African  Miss.,  |)er  A.  Thomas, 
Esq.,tr.,  lOj, 

Virginia  Bap.  Miss.  Soc,  for  P.ur.  Mis.^.,  342,53— Af.  Miss.,  63,— Mr. 
Mylne'scli.,  18, — Ind.  Stations,  5,50 — China  Miss.,  5, — general  pur- 
poses, 15-1,38 — l)y  the  Bihie  Soc.  of  3d  Bap.  ch.,  Richmond,  for  Bar. 
bible,  20,— by  Mrs.  Eli/.abclh  O.  Hill,  toed,  a  Bur.  female  child,  20,— 
by  Fern.  For.  Miss.  Soc.  of  3d  Bap.  ch.,  for  general  purposes,  06,59 — 
per  A.  Thomas,  Esq.,  tr.,  695,  800, 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Ladies  Miss.  Soc.  of  1st  Bap.  ch.,  Green  street,  to  sup- 
port Jloung  En,  per  Mrs.  Mackintosh,  tr.,  100, 

Walsingham,  U.  C— W.  Smith,  for  Bur.  bilde,  per  W.  Nichols,  2, 

Macon,  Ga.,  Bap.  ch.  for  snp.  ol'  native  Bur.  preachers,  to  ue  appropriated 
by  Mr.  Stevens,  135, — Inilividuals,  for  Bur.  Miss.,  10,  145, 

Scottsborough,  Ga. — a  friend,  5., — .M illedgeville,  Mrs.  Ann  Marler,  5, — 
Athens,  a  friend,  10,— Mr.  \V.  R.  Gignillial,  30,— Collection,  1,65,— 
Uiiblin,  Mrs.  Eliza  Jane  Warren,  5,— all  for  I'.ur.  Miss.,  56,65 

Dublin,  Ga.,  Mrs.  Warren's  two  (ianghtcrs,  for  Bur.  bible,  1, — Sunbnry, 
Mrs.  S.  Baisden,  for  the  same,  10, — Mr.  .T.  E.  Maxwell,  for  Bur.  Aliss., 
50, — Carlos  W.  Stevens,  for  a  bell,  ,25 — from  Edward  and  Matilda 
Maxwell's  nnss.  box,  for  Bur.  tracts,  2,28— per  Rev.  E.  A.  Stevens,        53,53  —  265,18 

East  Jersey,  N.  J.,  Bap.  Miss.  Soc,  of  which  §40  is  a  donation  from  the 

Bap.  cli.  in  Newaik— per  J.  Osborn,  Jr.  Es(|.,  tr.,  300, 

CaitarangiiK  Asso.,  N.  Y. — ch.  in  .\hnond,  16,55 — ch.  Andover  &  Green 
W^ood,  4,18— ch.  Farmcrsville,  9,-10— ch.  Franklinville,  3,22— ch. 
Hinsdale,  5,82— 1st  ch.  Otto,  3,98— S.  S.  of  1st  ch.  Otto,  1,19— ch. 
Rushford,  23,50— Rushford  Fern.  Miss.  Soc,  3,50— ch.  Fricnd.ship,  22, 
also  8,23 — Interest  accunmlatcd  on  the  above,  4,18 — Mrs.  Foote  and 
Mrs.  Tciibrook,  to  ed.  Bur.  child  named  Anna  'I'enbrook,  6, — Mrs. 
Dodge  and  Mrs.  Gillet,  to  ed.  IMiebe  Elizabeth  Gillct,  6, — J\lrs.  Bos- 
W(nth  and  JNIrs.  Eustid,  to  ed.  Elizabeth  M.  Eustid,  6, — Mrs.  Holt  and 
Mrs.  Sill,  to  ed.  Jerusha  M.  Sill,  6, — Mrs.  Going  and  Mrs.  Scott,  6, — 
per  Mr.  B.  T.  Ilapgood,  tr.,  135,75 

Mississippi  Baptist  Stale  Conv.,  per  Mr.  T.  S.  N.  King,  tr.,  113, 

Savannah,  (ia..  Bap.  S.  School  Cent  Miss.  Soc,  for  Bur.  schools,  per 

T.  Dowcll,  Esq.,  tr.,  15, 

"  A  friend  to  the  cause  "  of  missions,  25, 

West  Candiridge,  Ms.,  Bap.  ch.,  inon.  con.,  per  Rev.  Charles  Miller,  25, 

New  Hampshire  Bap.  Conv.,  per  W.  Gault,  Esq.,  tr.,  200, 

South  Yarmouth,  Ms. — Miss  M.  ('.,  for  Karen  bible,  3,50 — for  the  Shyan 

miesion,  of  which  ,25  is  from  a  little  girl,  3,25  6,75 

Woodliouse,  U.  C,  Rev.  G.  S.  Rycrse,  a  gold  ring  and  a  pair  of  gold 
sleeve  buttons — not  sold — per  Mr.  W.  Nichols. 

Sontlibi  idge,  Ms.,  Mr.  Simeon  Mason,  for  Karen  bible,  2, 

llyaniiis,  (Barnstable),  Ms.,  Fcm.  Miss.  Soc  of  Bap.  ch.,  for  Bur.  bible, 

Mrs.  Lnciiida  Scndder,  sec. — per  Z.  U.  Basset,  Esc].,  21, 

Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  Bap.  ch.,  per  J.  Moore,  tr.  of  the  Asso.,  6,50 — Franklin 
A.^'so.,  Dcdaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  per  W.  Slilson,  tr.,  156,— New  York, 
children  of  ihe  Amity  st.  catechetical  class,  7,87— a  friend,  10, — Mr.s. 
Cadwordi,  ,50 — per  Rev.  W.  R.  Williams — Fern.  Bur.  School  Soc.  in 
Oliver  Bt.,  N.  Y.,  by  Mrs.  Turscr,  100,— per  W.  Colgate,  Esq.,  280,87 

Brockville,  L).  C,  mon.  con.,  collection  by  a  few  Christian  friends — per 

Mr.  Jos.  Wenliam,  10, 

M  iddleboro',  Ms.,  Central  Bap.  ch.  and  soc,  mon.  con.,  per  L.Peirce,  Esq.,  50, 
Chelsea,  Ms.,  Bap.  ch.,  mon.  con.,  per  Mr.  D.  Wheclock,  7, 

II.  Lincoln,  Treasurer.  2361,55 
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